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HE Chief Matter contained 

in the following Papers ap- 
pears to me, after a long and de- 
liberate conſideration, to be the 
Truth of God, plainly declared 
in his Word: and all who agree 
with me in this, muſt alſo own, 
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PREFACE. 


that it is Truth of the greateſt 
| Importance to the Souls of Men 
and moſt neceſſary to be laid be- 

| fore all Sinners, for awakening | 

| them, and warning them to flee | 

| rom the wrath to come; and be- | 
fore all good Chriftzans for their 
ſatisfaction and encouragement, 

| and for exciting them to their 

| Duty : fo that, this Publication 

i ſtands in need of no Apology. 


iv 


| I have, indeed, been long and 
| ſtrongly Prompted to it by my 


own Heart, as the beft Service [ 
could think it in my Power to do, 
for the Honour of God, and the 
greateſt good Ol. My Fellow- 
Creatures. And I chought I could 
| not better employ the few leifure 
| hours I might have, at a time 
when ſome neceſſary affairs took 
| me | 
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PREFACE. v 
me off, for awhile, from my Or- 
dinary ſtation of uſefulneſs in the 
Church, than by collecting into 
one view what I had delivered, 
on ſeveral Occaſions, upon this 
important Argument: as feveral 
of the moſt attentive and judici- 
vus Hearers have expreſſed an 
earneſt deſire of having a more 
deliberate view of it. : 


As to the Stile of theſe papers: 
the only thing I have ſtudied 1s, 
to uſe all Plainneſs of ſpeech : and, 
if any where I have riſen to a 
Warmth, or ſtrength, of expreſ- 
ſion, it is rather that I have been 
led on to it by the Subject itſelf, 
than that I have ſtudied it. I 
am ſenſible that the Stile, in ma- 
ny places, is looſe, and full of 
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words and repetitions : but this 
has often appeared to me neceſſa- 
ry, in ſpeaking to the bulk of 
mankind, and combating inve- 
terate prejudices. I doubt not, a 
Critical Eye may find many faults 
and inequalities in the Stile, 
Which I have not been very an- 
xious to prevent; many, which 
I have not been able either to 
diſcover or to help, But I wiſh 
theſe Papers to be read, rather 
with a ferious attention to the 
Matter of them, than with a 
Critical Attention to the Stile. 
If in that any candid and well- 
diſpoſed perſon ſhall think I have 
fallen into any Miſtake, eſpeci- 
ally in my main Argument; His 
friendly admonitions ſhall be 
thankfully received, and reſpect- 
fully 
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fully Anſwered; and I ſhall ei- 


ther acknowledge my miſtake, 
when diſcovered to me, — 
my Obligation to him for the diſ- 
covery ; or give the reaſons why 
I am not convinced of any : pro- 
vided he ſets his Name to his 
performance, as I have done 
mine, that I may know what De- 
gree of reſpect is due to his Cha- 
racter in the World. But, if 
any nameleſs and careleſs Writer 
ſhall in the ſpirit of bitterneſs, or 
contempt, diſcover ill- nature, by 
way of ſhewing Wit; bring a 
railing accuſation againſt me, in- 
ſtead of Argument; and impute 
to bad, or ſiniſtrous deſigns, 
what I know to be written with 


the moſt honeſt purpoſe ; I be- 


lieve the Impartial World will 
reckon, 
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reckon, that neglect and for- 


giveneſs is the moſt proper 
treatment I can give to ſuch an 
Adverſary. Mean time, I ear- 
neſtly recommend theſe Papers 
to a ſerious peruſal; and to the 
Bleſſing of God, which alone 
can make them effectual for any 


good purpoſe. 
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Holy and Good LIF E 


To THE 


HAPPINESS of HEAVEN. 


F all the ſnares whereby the 
() deceitfulneſs that is in fin be- 

trays ſinners, and bhardens 
them, in a vicious courſe, there is 
none more dangerous than their fat- 
tering themſelves they may go on ſe- 
curely in ſin, in the hopes of /efting 
all to rights at laſt, by a late or a 
death - bed repentance. There is 


hardly any ſnare 3 which ſo many ſin- 


ners 
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ners are caught, to their utter ruin. 


Few, if any, who have only the 
light of nature and moral conſcience 
to guide them, as all mankind have, 
can be ſuppoſed abſolutely inſenſible, 
that an obſtinate vicious diſpoſition is 
inconſiſtent with the true happineſs of 
a reaſonable creature: there are none 
who are favoured with the light of the 
Goſpel, and have any regard to it, 


but may eaſily be ſenſible of the incon- | 


ſiſtency of ſuch a diſpoſition with that 
happineſs of the other world, which 
is there brought to light. Scarce any 
one, therefore, who profeſſes Chriſti- 
anity, can be ſuppoſed fo hardened in 
impiety as not to be apprehenſive that 
he is unſafe in a vicious courſe ; that 
his preſent ſtate is bad and dangerous; 
that he muſt be ruined for ever, if he 


always continues in it: but wrong no- 


tions and preſumptuous hopes of the 
mercy of God, vain apprehenſions of 
the eaſineſs of that repentance at aft, 
the hardneſs of which makes him put 


love 
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love of his vicious luſts and evil ways, 
to make him flatter himſelt he 2 
go on all his life in that beloved indul- 
gence, and make himſelf eaſy in the 
hopes of retrieving all at laſt, by a 
late regrate and dying forrow for an 
i!|-ſpent life. 

Nor are they only caught in this 
ſnare, who deliberately put off their 
repentance to the very 4%, and do 
not ſo much as reſolve to ſet about it 
till then; but they alſo who (though 
they reſolve to begin their repentance 
more early, ſo as to live religiouſl 
and virtuouſly for ſome part of their 

lives, yet) put it off from time to 
time, to a more convenient ſeaſon, as 
˖ they think, when they hope to be in 
a better diſpoßition, or more advan- 
> W togeous circumſtances, for it; till by 
- cConſtantly delaying from one time to 
e another, and yielding more and more 
by degrees to floth, and thus letting 
„eis averſion to repentance, and their 
t I love to fin, grow upon them, they” 
re thoughtleſly and inconſiderately 
e B 2 drawn 
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| 
| drawn into the ſnare of putting off 
| 


their repentance to the very laſt, P 
though this was nat their firſt inten- 


[ tion. There is ſomething vaſtly en- 

| croaching and enſnaring in this hu- a 

4 mour of delaying and putting off, c 

| when cnce it ſeizes a man as to any : 

| thing; it inſenſibly gains ground by £ 
degrees ; and what a man durſt not = 


| 

| adventure downright to neglect, or | 
| reſolve to let alone, he is effectually |} 
. drawn in to neglect by delaying it: as h 

| | the ſluggard ſaith, Yet a litile ſleep, 

j * a litile lumber, a lilile folding of the 

| £ hands to ſleep ;” not daring to ſpeak 

| it out even to himſelf at the firſt, that 
he will take 4 great deal; though in WF 
1 reality it comes to that, and he is 
1 drawn on by degrees to abandon him- WW - 
elf to abſolute ſottiſhneſs and ſtupidi- WM 
1 ty; ſo the ſlothful and ſecure ſinner 
| flatters himſelf he ſhall repent time 


| 0 
| | enough, though he goes on but a lit- 85 
| | tle longer in a courſe of vicious indul- 
1 


gence ; till by delaying and putting 
off from one time to another, the g. 
| N power 


[5] 
power and deceitfulneſs of fin grow- 
ing upon him, he is unawares and ef- 
fectually drawn into the ſnare of put- 
ting off to the very laſt. | 
Seeing then this is ſo common and 
ſo dangerous a ſnare, ſuch as men 
may be ſo eaſily led into without being 
aware of it; it is certainly a molt 
charitable offige, and the moſt proper 
buſineſs of miniſters of Chriſt, which 
their love to the ſouls of men (if they 
have any) cannot fail to prompt them 
to, to warn men againſt this ſnare; 
and to dwell fometimes upon argu- 
ments of this nature. | 
This too is uſeful, not only for 
thoſe who are in danger of being 
caught and held in this ſnare, but al- 
ſo for ſuch as have happily eſcaped it. 
What a vaſt comfort muſt the con- 
ſideration of this unſpeakable dan- 
ger give to thoſe who have happily 
| entred mto a pious and virtuous 
© WW courſe, and made ſome good progreſs 
5 Wit it? whocan, on good grounds, re- 
ect upon it, that their moſt impor- 
B 3 lant 
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tant work is not yet to begin, but is 
happily advancing ? how may they 
rejoice in their happy choice, and 6 / 
the Lord who hath given them counſel ? 
In fine, /ome things which may be 
ſuggeſted upon this argument may be 
applied to ſhew, even to bem, the 
neceſſity of not reſting upon the be- 
ginnings of goodneſs, or any advan- 


ces in it they have yet attained. to, | 
but conſtantly endeavouring aſter fur- | 


ther improvements; and reaching for- 
ward to that perfection of holineſs, 
which is the foundation of perfect 
happineſs. | 

Now to ſhew the unſpeakable folly 
and danger of going on in a ſinful 
courſe in the hopes of retrieving All 
at laſt by a late or a death-bed repen- 
tance, many ſtrong and weighty con- 


ſiderations have been well illuſtrated 


and warmly enforced by wiſe and 
good men, by faithful miniſters of 
Chriſt : ſuch as theſe ; the uncertain - 
ty of any man's having time and op- 
portunity afterwards for that repen- 

1 tance 
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tance which he now delays and puts 
off; the uncertainty of a ſinner's be- | 
ing in a better diſpoſition for repen- 
tance or finding it more caſy after- 
wards; or rather, the certainty of his 
being in a worſe diſpoſition for it, and 
finding. it more difficult, when his 
heart is further hardened by the deceit- 
fulneſs that is in fin, and the force of 
vicious habits further ſtrengthened by 
indulgence ; and God more provoked 
to withdraw and with-hold his grace, 
by a long and frequent reſiſting of his 
calls, and hardening the heart againſt 
his gracious invitations 3 ſo that the 
longer a ſinner delays betaking himſelf 
to a better courſe, the more he is like- 
ly to defer it, and there is no end of 
delaying. 

Ard as the common and natural if- 
ſue of a ſinner's delaying his repen- 
tance is putting it off to the very laſt ; 
F to ſhew the yet greater abſurdity and 
danger of this, ſuch further conſide ra- 
tions as theſe have been urged with 
great force of argument and warmth 
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of expoſtulation: that none of us 
knows but out death may be ſudden Nm 
| and ſurpriſing, or attended with ſuch Ne 
11138 circumſtances as to rob us of all op- Wot! 
| | portunity, or capacity, tor that repen- ge 
' 


tance which we put off *till then : that Wh: 
it is the greateſt madneſs to put off a Hof 
BR thing of the greateſt importance, oi Win 
ns abſolute neceſſity, to a fes moments Nco 


| 3 diſtreſs, hurry and confuſion: ho pee 
eaſily then may a man impoſe upon Not 
| himſelf, by a falſe and unavailing re- Wrec 


pentance; a mere regret for an ill- Wen; 
ſpent life, when under terrible appre- Wof 
benſions, or a fearful looking for of judg- 
ment, which is far from being true re- the 
pentance, as not being attended with Neo 
any thorough change to the better; as Wan, 
| the after-lives of thoſe who, in the Rur 
proſpect of death, have felt very deep Her 
regret, and the moſt piercing forrow, Wm: 
| have too often and too plainly ſhewn ? Wto 
| how pecularly heard is it then to at- Wn; 
[1 | tain to true repentance, and eſpecial- ha 
{ns ly to carry it to any length of im- Wyn 
| | 
i 
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provement, and to be ſure of it? fo Wyo, 
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that, even ſuppoſing the dying ſinner 
ſhould reap the benefit of it in the 
other world, it is ſcarce poſſible he 
ſhould reap the comfort of it in this: 
that there 1s preſent pain and diſquiet 


of mind in a vicious courſe, which the 
inner can no way get rid of while he 


continues in it; as there are preſent 
pleafures and ſatisfactions in a courſe 
of piety and virtue, which a man ir- 
recoverably lofes ſo long as he delays 


of ſaying his ſoul at laſt. 
Such weighty conſiderations as 
theſe have already employed the diſ- 
courſes and pens of the beſt preachers 
and writers upon religious ſubjects; 
who appear to me to have fo much 
exhauſted the matter of theſe argu- 
ments, that ſcarce any thing remains 
to be ſaid upon them: and, after fo 
many excellent writers, I ſhould ſcarce 
have thought of publiſhing any thing 
upon this ſubject, if ſomething be- 
yond all theſe conſiderations had not 
occurred to my mind in the ſtudy of 
B 5 -" 6 


entering upon it, was he ever fo ſure 
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the Holy Scriptures, with an evidence 


(I could not get over, and a force of 


conviction I could not reſiſt, vis. 
% That the very poſſibility, or, at 
« leaſt, all hope of retrieving the mi- 
« ſery of an ill-ſpent life, and eſcap- 
„ ing the wages of fin in another 
* world, by a late or death-bed re- 
% pentance, is abſolutely excluded by 
cc 
% and by the ſtrain of the plaineſt de- 
“ cifions of the Holy Scriptures, par- 
4c ticularly of the New Teſtament ; 

*< that the abſolute neceſſity of a bel 


* 


% life to the happineſs of heaven, 


** without any reſerve or exception, i 
ce there moſt plainly declared, in the 
c ſtrongeſt terms; that this is not the 
« found of a ſingle text or two, but 
© the ſtrain and tenor of numbers of 
* the plaineſt paſſages of Holy Wri:; 
% and that there is no promiſe, no- 
& inſtance, in the whole word o 
% God, of that repentance being ac: 
“ cepted of Him at laſt, or availing 
„ to obtain the happineſs of the o- 
&* ther world, which comes not 0 th 
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« the laſt moment or hour of lite; 
„far leſe, which is purpoſely deferred 
& till then.“ 

This is a length, which I can obſerve 
none of the beſt writers on this argu- 
ment to have gone : many of them 
have ſhewn a particular ſhyneſs about 
it: nay, moſt of them have directly 
contradicted it: and yet ĩt is a length 
which the word of God plainly obli ges 
me to go. 

But, before I enter upon the illu- 
ſtration of this argument, may I not 
ſtop a little to bewail the madneſs of 
ſinners in their vicious courſes ; that, 
if they can alledge but a bare poſſibili- 
ty of indulging themſelves in vice, 
and yet being ſaved at laſt, they will 
venture their All upon this poſſibility ; 
even though it be manifeſtly a thing 
ſo extraordinary, and out of the uſual 
courſe of Divine conduct, as it may 
juſtly be reckoned next to impoſſible ! 
Who, in his right wits, would ever 
act ſo fooliſh a part, or run ſuch a 
riſk, in matters of infinitely leſs im- 
portance to him than the concerns of 
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his ſoul and eternity! And yet, ſo it 
is ; ſo we ſee it, in too many inſtan- 
ces; ſo far does mens love to their 
darling vices infatuate them, that they 
will thus trifle in matters of the laſt 
importance to them, and {pert them- 


ſelves with their own deceivings ; that, 


if they can flatter themſelves with a 
meer poſſibility of retaining their vices 
to the laſt, and then ſaving their ſouls, 
upon this they will venture! 
This, with other conſiderations, 
has made it appear of the greateſt im- 
portance to me, that, if it can be done 


with truth and evidence, even this poſ- 


ſibility, wherein they truſt, ſhould be 
taken from them ; that the deſperate, 


obſtinate ſinner ſhould be deprived of 


this only and moſt wretched refuge, 
upon which he is apt to go on ſecure- 
ly in a vicious courſe. | 

But, when I repreſent it as a thing 
impoſſible, “that a man ſhould go on 
© in a vicious courſe to the laſt, and 


« then obtain the ſalvation of his 


% foul,” I am far from intending to 
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limit the almighty power of God, to 
whom all things are poſſible, which 
do not involve a contradiction, i. e. 
which are any real objects of power; 
provided, too, they are not inconſiſt- 
ent with his moral character: but 
many things are in this ſenſe poſſi- 
ble, which are ſo contrary to all the 
well-known order of nature, or ſta- 
ted courſe of providence, that hardly 
any man would ſay concerning them, 
merely on account of this poſſibili- 
ty, ſo much as that“ they may bez” 
tar leſs that they ever «vl be,” One 
plain inſtance may ſuffice at prefent, 
tor illuſtrating this: it is equally poſſi- 
ble, equally eaſy for the Divine Pow- 
er, that the ſun ſhould riſe to-morrow 
in the Weſt as in the Eaſt; and' yet 
the man would appear very ridiculous 
who ſhould ſay, it may be the ſun 
5 ſhall riſe in the Weſt to-morrow.” 
Far leſs, if God, by whoſe power a- 
lone a thing can be brought about, 
declares it ſball never be, is any man 
to entertain the thought that it may 


enn 
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be it ſhall come to paſs, merely be- 


| cauſe it is conceiveable and conſiſtent, 
| oo a real object of power, and, with re- 
| 4 
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gard to the Divine Power, poſſible ? 
| if the God of truth, by whoſe power 
i alone it is ſuppoſed a thing can be 
1 brought about, has declared “ it ſhall 
« not be,” it may, to all intents and 
rpoſes, be conſidered as a thing im- | 
Poſſible that it ſhould ever happen; | 
and no more is the leaſt expeCtation | 
of it to be entertained than if the very | 
notion of it, or the terms in which it 

is expreſſed, involved the plaineſt ab- 

ſurdity and contradiction. And that 

| this is, in reality, the caſe, with re- 
| | gard to © a ſinner's going on in a vi- 
if | « cjous courſe to the laſt, and then 

| | & eſcaping future puniſhment, by 
| | © anyrepentance he can then make? 

| | that the plain deciſions of God in his 
| | word ſtand againſt it, and declare it 

ball never be, tis the purpoſe of my 

preſent attempt to ſhew. _ 

And though the cleareſt evidences 

and ſtrongeſt proofs I am to-adduce, 

to this purpoſe, are taken from the 
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plain and poſitive declarations of Holy 
Scripture, particularly of the Goſpel, 
by which life and immortality is brought 
to light; yet there are not wanting 
conſiderable proofs to the fame pur- 
poſe, drawn from the nature and rea- 
ſon of things: from the unalterable 
nature of God, with whom we have to 


4: ; from the nature of man, and the 


condition in which he is placed in this 
world; from the great deſign of 
religion; and the nature of true, 
of rational and virtuous, happineſs. 
Theſe 1t may be proper to confider a 
little, in the firſt place ; as they may 
give ſome light to the declarations of 
Scripture concerning this matter, as 
well as derive a good deal from them. 
I ſhall not here enter into the enqui- 
ry whether, and how far, a future 
ſtate of happineſs may be demen/irated 
» the light of nature and reafon 
alone, without any aſſiſtance from Di- 
vine Revelation: but, upon the ſup- 
poſition of ſuch a ſtate, it may be 
ſhewn, with the greateſt evidence of 

wy reaſon, 
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_ reaſon, that not only beginnings, but 


conſiderable improvements in virtue, 
are neceſſary to fit us for the happi- 
neſs of it. And that, 

I. From the nature of God, on 
whoſe unalterable Nature and moral 
Character the ſureſt reaſonings in re- 
ligion are founded, Not only does 
our happinefs intirely depend upon 
Him: this is the caſe, even with re- 
gard to our inferior enjoyments, of 
whatever kind ; a// depend upon Him, 
the author of our frame, and of a// 
our capacities, Who“ giveth us richly 
« all things to enjoy:“ it is the caſe 
of the creatures below us; the eyes 
* of all things wait upon Him, and 
« He giveth them their food in due 
& ſeaſon; He openeth his hand and 
cc filleth them with good.” But our 


chief happineſs lies in Him, in his fa- 


vour and fellowſhip : now to maintain 


this, a conformity in our temper and 


prevailing diſpoſition to his moral cha- 
racter is neceſlary. | 


Po... £2 — 


Now it is the unalterable property 
of his nature, that he is 9 
holy, entirely removed and averſe 
from all moral pollution and defile- 
ment: from whence we may certain- 
ly conclude, that“ evil cannot dwell 
« with Him ;” that the wicked and 
impure can have no ſellaguſhip with 
Him ; for He © hateth all the work- 
ers of iniquity: : withal, He“ looks 
* not only on the outward appear- 
« ance,” as men do, but looks in- 


© to the heart; and therefore, re- 


gards not the ſpecious profeſſions, and 
taireſt outward appearances, where 


the Heart is nat right with bim; and 


where it is, that will appear in the 
tenor of the life and conduct; for 
* a good man, out of the good trea- 
© ſure of his heart, bringeth forth 
© good things.“ 

What excellent ſpecimens of eh 
arguings do the Holy Scriptures give 
us, in ſhort and ſtrong expreſſions! 
1 Jo. i. 5, 6, 7. “ God is light, and 
in Him is no darkneſs at all;” His 
whole 
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whole conduct is perfectly pure, and 
will abide the ſtrongeſt light; He is 
intirely removed from any fellowſd:+ 
with thoſe works of darkneſs, which 
are naturally odious, and ſhun the 
light: and therefore, “if we ſay that 
% we have fellowſhip with him, and 
« walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do 
% not the truth: but if we walk in the 
« light, as he is in the light, we 
% have fellowſhip one with another.” 
Some more of theſe ſcriptural reaſon- 


ings will occur afterwards. But, from 


what has been offered, it plainly ap- 
pears, from the unalterable moral cha- 
racter of God, that it is only fo far as 
we improve in goodneſs and moral ex- 
cellency, that we can increaſe in His 
favour, and advance to our true hap- 


pineſs in fe/lowſhip with him; and that, 


to be perſectly happy, we muſt be 
perfectly holy and good. 

2, Let us conſider in the ſame view, 
the nature of man, and the condition 
in which he is placed in this world. 
His mind is endued with the nobleſt 


1191 
capacities, both for contemplation and 
for action; and the ſeeds of good af- 
fections, of benevolence and the love 
of goodneſs, are implanted in our 
frame : but theſe capacities muſt be 
improved by careful exerciſe, in order 
to their being put to their proper uſes, 
and our reaping the advantage of them, 
and the enjoyments for which they qua- 
lify us. Theſe ſeeds of goodneſs muſt 
be cheriſhed by diligent culture, in 
order to their arriving at that extent 
and improvement in knowledge, in 
goodneſs, and divine love, which will 
iſſue in a complete and confirmed ſtate 
of piety and virtue, and of rational 
and virtuous happineſs. When firſt 
we receive the happy turn and diſpo- 
ſition, to ſet about this culture and 
improvement in good earneſt, we are 
then entered on the true way to happi- 


neſs: but a great part of our work re- 


mains, to carry forward theſe good 
beginnings ; and we cannot, certain- 
ly, be reckoned to have fini/bed this 
work when we have only begun it. 
More- 
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| Moreover, we are creatures of a mix» 


ed frame; as we have ſpirits formed 


for the nobleſt purpoſes, ſo we have 


bodies of earth liable to various frail- 
ties: in order to the ſupport of theſe 
bodies, and to {uit our preſent condi- 
tion in this world, we are endowed 
with various appetites and pailions 
which, in their, regular ſtate, are not 
only uſeful but neceſſary to our pre- 
ſent frame and tuation; but are apt, 
without careful reſtraint and watchful 
culture, to grow extravagant and ex- 
ceſſive: and we are ſurrounded with 
various objects, ſuited to theſe inferior 
appetites and paſſions, which are apt 
to draw us off from thoſe ſpiritual ex- 
erciſes and improvements that belong 
and contribute to the perfection and 
happineſs of our better part: it there- 
fore becomes a matter of great and 
long exerciſe, to regulate our mferior 
paſſions and appetites, and bring them 
into due order; to cultivate and im- 
prove the affections of divine love and 
brotherly kindneſs ; to ſubdue the fleſh 
, 2 
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to the ſpirit, and bring our lower ap- 
petites into ſubjection to our more ex- 
alted affections: this is a work, ac- 
cording to all the views reaſon and ex- 
perience give us of it, not to be per- 
formed at once, not without frequent 
cfforts, and a conſtant ftruggle : and 
this is our exerciſe here, in this ſtate 


of imperfection; in order to our ad- 


vancement to a ſtate of perfection and 
complete happineſs in @ better world, 
where virtue ſhall be triumphant, and 
become ſuperior to all diſturbance or 
oppoſition. 

3. If we further conſider the na- 
ture of our true happineſs; we muſt 
be ſenſible, that it is of no ſuch im- 
portance to our happineſs. what place 
we are in, as What ſpirit we are of; 
what  enj2yments we are poſſeſſed of, 
and what temper we are in to reliſh 
them; if our minds are formed into 
the temper of bliſs, and we enjoy the 
higheſt ſatisfactions our nature is ca- 
pable of, we ſhall be happy wherever 
we have that temper and enjoyment z 

but, 
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but, if we are deſtitute of the temper 
of ' bliſs, change of place will ſignify 
nothing; for we can be happy 15 
where. Heaven, therefore, is not ſo 


much a different place from that where 


we now are, as a different ftate from 
the preſent; and it is by the temper of 
our minds we muſt make our ap- 
proathes to it. The perfection of any 
creature is the foundation of its happi- 


neſs ; and the utmoſt happineſs any | 


creature is capable of, is only to be 
obtained in the ſtate of its utmoſt per- 
fection; and as the true perfection of 


ſueb creatures as we are, conſiſts in 


rational and virtuous improvements, 
it is only ſo far as we advance in theſe 
that we can enjoy our true happineſs ; 
and, in all nature, the moſt perfect 
ſtate of any creature does not take 
place all at once, but ariſes from ſmall 
beginnings, by a gradual and beautifu) 
progreſs. We are creatures formed 
not barely for contemplation, but for 
action and employment; to be uſeful 
to one another, and to find out per- 

tection 
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fection and happineſs, not only in the 
contemplation of the moſt glorious ob- 
ject of our thoughts, but in the proper 
exerciſe of our active powers. The 
Abilities our great Creator has furniſh- 
ed us with, the Affections he has im- 
planted in our hearts, the Circumſtan- 
ces in which he has placed us in His 
world, do plainly ſhew us formed by 
Him not to be dle, or meerly contem- 
plative, but afive and uſeful creatures; 
and thus to improve in a truly amiable 
character, and a capacity 2 happi- 
neſs in the moſt perfect ſociety: a hap- 
pineſs founded in a temper of intire 
good affection to the general welfare 
of the rational world ; and of hearty 
devotion, and allegiance to the kind 
Father and univerſal Governor of the 
rational kingdom : for, not only are 
we formed for the exerciſe of love and 
heneficence towards thoſe of our own 
kind gz but for a more extenſive exer- 
cite of kindneſs and good-will towards 
the whole body of reafonable beings ; 
and the higheſt love and devotion 8 
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the perfectly wiſe and good Governor 
of the world; a hearty affection to his 
government, by which the general hap- 
pineſs is ſecured; an intire ſubmiſſion 
to his orders, and reſignation to a// his 
wiſe appointments. This temper and 
conduct is the moſt proper exerciſe and 
improvement of our nobleſt powers ; 
the true perfection of our nature; and 
the foundation of our higheſt happi- 
neſs, which muft be founded in the 
diſpoſition of our minds: this 'Temper 
will afford the greateſt enjoyment we 
can have in our preſent ſtate, fo far as 
it prevails; and, in its perfection, is 
the foundation of the higheſt and moſt 
laſting joy: and we can only advance 
towards perfect bliſs, fo far as we im- 
prove in this. To promote ſuch a:Tem- 
per, and an anſwerable conduct, is the 
great purpoſe and deſign of true and 
valuable Religion; which, when re- 
ceived in its proper influence into the 
heart, has the moſt direct and power- 
ful tendency this way. True religion, 
as it preſents us with a juſt object ol 

our 


ö his GD ann 5 W#. -£ 


Q .-y 


[ 25 } 


our moſt delightful contemplation, our 
higheſt veneration and love, our moſt 
intire devotion and reſignation, in the 
infinitely glorious and bleſſed God; ſo 
it greatly ſtrengthens a// thoſe diſpoſi- 
tions of goodneſs and integrity, which 
belong to a truly worthy and amiable 
character : this it does by the influence 
of the moſt glorious and perfect Ex- 
ample ; and the love of the perfection 
of goodneſs and righteouſneſs, anima- 
ting us to imitate that great object of 
our love and adoration: by a regard 
and Reverence for the greateſt and 
moſt awful preſence and obſervation : 
by the Authority of that great Law- 
giver, who is able to fave or to -firey a 
and, in fine, by a regard to the favour 
and Approbation of the great and good 
Governor of the world; who, as he 
is the rigbteous Lord, loveth rightecuſ- 
neſs, The great deſign of religion, 
therefore, is to make us good and uſe- 
ful here, and thus train us up to hap- 
pineſs bereafter. 
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To conclude this branch of the ar- 
gument: all enjoyment of any kind, 
neceſſarily l a taſte for that 
kind of enjoyment; nor can our ſatiſ- 
faction, in any entertainment, riſe 
higher chan our reliſh, for it is impro- 
ved, Now, the true happineſs of ſuch 
creatures as we are is not to be found 


in the whole circle of outward things, 


nor in the higheſt gratifications 0! 
ſenſe ; but in ſuch rational and virtu- 
ous enjoyments, as a meer ſenſual man 
has no reliſh tor; in which no man can 
have delight, but ſo far as he is im- 
cog in true goodneſs and divine 
ove, has ſubdued the fleſh to the ſpi- 


rit, and brought his inferior appetites 


in ſubjection to thoſe nobler diſpoſiti- 
ons. So that it is a maxim evidently 
founded in nature and reaſon, tha 
grace is glory begun, and glory is grace 
perfected. 

But the proofs of this great point 
drawn from the declarations of Holy 
Scripture are peculiarly ſtriking ; and 
ſhould be of ſpecial force with thoſe 
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who profeſs to believe the Chriſtian 
. Revelation, and to derive their chief 
t comfort and hopes of future happineſs 
- from it: they are taken from theſe 
e n yg 

- . From the conſideration of the 
h 3 deſign of Chriſtianity, and of 
d our bleſſed Saviour's coming into the 
KY world, and his death. 

of 2. From the repreſentations the word 


1 of God gives us of the great buſineſs 
in ö of a Chriſtian, and his preparation for 


m the heavenly bliſs, as a progreſſive | 
n- work; only begun in his firſt conver- 
ne ſion; and to be gradually carried on 
i- to its proper improvement and perfec- 


ES tion, by the courſe of a holy and good 
ti- life, and a faithful ſtriving againſt ſin. 
ly W to which, 


al 3. The promiſes of future happineſs 
ace are an along, throughout the tenor of 

Holy Scripture, made to a holy and 
int good life; without the leaſt hint of the 
oly alternative, that the perſon who has 
and neglected it bitterly regrets that ne- 
oſe glect at laſt: and the threatnings of 
ho C 2 lutura 
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future miſery againſt the workers of 


migquity, ate made without any reſerve 
or exception, particularly, without the 


exception of a man's repenting at laſt 


that he had been fo. 

4. God expreſly threatens to give a 
deaf ear to their cries at laſt, and in 
the day of their diſtreſs, who refuſe to 
hearken to his calls in time. 

5. There is no one promiſe in the 


whole word of God which gives the 


leaſt countenance or encouragement to 
the hopes of happineſs upon a late or 
death-bed repentance, Ner, 

6. Is there any one inſtance in Holy 
Writ, of a ſinner's being accepted of 
God, or admitted into the ba pineſs 
of heaven, upon ſuch a repentance. 

7. Laſtly, The conduct of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, in calling 
ſinners to repentance, is perfectly a- 
greeable to, and a confirmation of, 
the plan here maintained. In the 

Firſt place, It p nly declared to 
be the main deſign of the Goſpel, and 


of our bleſſed Saviour's coming * 
C 
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the world, and his death, to recover 
and reclaim men from ſin and vice, 
and bring them back to that conformi- 
ty to God in holinets and goccneſs, in 
which (and in his favour) their only 
true happineſs hes. In compaſſion 9 
the wretched circumſtances of ſinful 
men, fallen from their true happineſs 
and become miſerable, by having fal- 
len from true goodneſs, and become 
wicked and rebellious againſt God; the 
Son of God came into this world. to 
deliver men from this degenerate and 
miſerable condition. It may be obvi- 
ous to an attentive and ſerious conſide- 
ration, that, in this wretched ſtate of 
human nature, our fin and moral de- 
pravity is, in its own nature and influ- 
ence, the worſt part of our calamity, 


and cauſe of all the reſt; and it is only 


ſo far as we are delivered from this, 
that we can be freed from thoſe evils 
which naturally attend it and follow 
upon it. And therefore it mu/! be the 
chief deſign of a Saviour, who would 
effectually deliver us from miſery, and 

3 bring 
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bring us to true happineſs; in the firſt 
place to ſave us from our vices, and 
bring us back to holineſs and goodneſs; 
and not merely to ſuch low and faint 
beginnings of goodneſs, as can go but 


a very little way to reſtore our peace 


and promote our inward enjoyment ; 
but to ſuch improvements in all piety 
and virtue, as may be a natural pro- 
greſs towards a ſtate of perfection in ho- 
lineſs, the foundation of perfect bliſs. 
Accordingly, when Chriſt came into 
the world as the Saviour, and had that 
name given to him by divine appoint- 
ment, from what Salvation 1s it that 
He is ſo called? Matt. i. 21. Thou 
„ ſhalt call his name 7e/us, for He 
«c ſhall ſave his people from their fins.” 
This is alſo declared by the great de- 
ſign of all that he did and ſuffered for 
our redemption ; of that depth of ig- 
nominy he ſubmitted to bear, and thoſe 
bitter ſufferings he endured for our 
ſakes; in which, Tit. ii. 14. He gave 
«« Himſelf for us, that he might re- 
“deem us from all iniquity, and might 
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©« puriſy unto Himſelf a peculiar peo- 
« ple, zealous of good works,” And 
the final iſſue of this gracious deſign 
is thus deſcribed; Eph. v. 25—27. 
© Chriſt loved the church, and gave 
« Himſelf for it, that He might /anc- 
& tify and cleanſe it, with the waſhing 
©« of water by the word; that He 
might preſent it to Himſelf a glori- 
& ous church, not having ſpot or wrin- 
* Fe, or any ſuch thing; but that it 
«© ſhould be holy and without blemiſh.”” 

For bringing about this great ſalva- 
tion; and leading his people to their 
true happineſs, by the natural way to 
it, purity and goodneſs; among other 
ces our Redeemer ſuſtains, He is 
tet forth to us as bearing the charac- 
tor of our great Maſter and Inſtruc- 
tor, our Leader and Commander; and, 


as ſuch, He has delivered tous the moſt © 


iull and clear inſtcuctions, concerning 
thoſe things that belong to the im- 
provement and perfection of our na- 
ture, our peace and hap; ineſs: theſe 
inſt uQtions our great Lord and Maſter 


C4 has 
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has delivered to us, as his commands; 
enjoining our obſervation of them by 
His authority, and enforcing it by all 
the ties of love we are under to Him: 
nor is it left entirely upon our inge- 
nuity, or gratitude, whether we will 
obey them, or not; but, as they are 
the /aws of our great King and Law- 
giver, they are enforced by the moſt 
awful ſanfions: on the one hand, 
Chriſt is declared to be tbe Author of 
eternal ſalvation to all them that obey 
Him; and the moſt encouraging pro- 


miſes of eternal life are made to ** them 


% who, by a patient continuance in well- 
« ding, ſeek for glory, honour, and 
* immortality;“ and, on the other 
hand, the moſt fearful and everlaſting 
puniſhments are denounced againſt all 
who go en in their treſpaſſes, and will 
not, by all the methods of divine mer- 
Cy, be reclaimed. 

Agreeably to all this, three things 
are, by the tenor of the Goſpel, re- 
quired of us, in order to our eternal 
ſalvation ; which are all declared abſo- 
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lutely neceſſary to it ; and, withal, are 
let forth as anſwering ſuch drfferent 
purpoſes in that great affair, as, if duly 
conſidered, might ſuffce to ſhow, that 
no one of them can ſuperſede the ne- 
ceſſity of the others. 1. Faith in je- 
ſus Chriſt ; whereby we heartily re- 
ceive Him as our Saviour and Lord : 


this 15 required, in order to our ob- 


— 2 - - 


taining a right and title to ſalvation, ' 


according to the tenor of the Goſpel- 
covenant ; whereby our renewed title 
to that happineſs, we had forfeited by 
our ſin and rebellion, is founded on 
the perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Js Chriſt, and His ebedience unto death; 
in which God ſhows his love to holi- 
neis and perfect virtue: and in this 
perfect merit we are intereſted, by re- 
ceiving Chriſt as our Saviour and our 
Lord. This faith, alſo, is fundamen- 
tally neceſſary to our receiving His 
inſtructions, and obeying His com- 
mands. 2. Repentance not a meer 
Sorrow for ſin; however deep and 
piercing: this is required, only as ſub- 


5 ſervient 
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ſervient to that Amendment, in which 


repentance conſiſts: and never, 
throughout the whole Scripture, 1s 
repentance required of a dying ſinner, 
as the fruitleſs cloſe of a bad life; but 
always of men in life, as the fruitſu] 
beginning of a holy and good life. 

. Holineſs of heart and life: not meer 

eginnings of goodneſs ; but a conſtant 
progreſs, and a patient continuance in 
well-ding : nor is this required as an 
arbitrary condition of our obtaining fu- 
ture happineſs; which, it might be 


thought, the ſupreme Lord and Judge. 


might diſpenſe with at pleaſure; but 
as, in the nature of the thing, a nece/- 
ſary preparation for it; and therefore, 
by no means to be diſpenſed with. $0 
that, of theſe three things required by 
the Goſpel to our eternal ſalvation, we 
may obierve, that no one of them can 
ſupply the place of any of the others, 
or ſuperſede the neceſſity of the reſt; 
becauſe it does not anſwer the purpoſ⸗ 
for which they ſerve, in order to our 
ſalvation. By faith in Chriſt we ob- 

tain 


„ 

tain a Fight to the heavenly inherit- 
ance : hut as an infant-heir, though 
he has a right to the eſtate, is not to 
enter upon the poſ/e//ion of it, till he 
arrives at the age at which he is pre- 
ſumed fit to uſe and enjoy it; ſo the 
true believer, though intitled to the 
heavenly inheritance, is not to came 
to the poſſeſſion of it, *till the ſovereign 
and all-ſeeing Diſpoſer of it ſees him 
meet to enter upon it, which he can 
only become by a patient continuance 
in well-doing : and as a holy life can- 
not ſupply the place of faith in Chriſt, 
to give us a right and title to the king- 
dom of heaven; no more can faith 
ſupply the place of a holy life, to make 
us meet and fit for it. True faith in 
Chriſt regards his blood and righteouſ- 
neſs, as the atonement and fropitiation 
for the /ins we forſake ; but to regard 
it, as procuring an indulgence for us to 
continue in fin, would be the moſt hor- 


rid profanation ; a counting the bloud of 


the Covenant, whereby we are ſanttified, 
an unboly thing ! Repentauce, 'tis plain, 
| Cannot 
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cannot ſupply the place of holineſs ; 
becauſe the firſt beginnings of it are in 
order to our leading an holy life for the 
future; and are an entrance on that 
courſe of a patient continuance in well- 
doing, which leads to glory, &c. Fur- 
ther; of theſe things required by the 
Goſpel, in order to our eternal ſalva- 
tion, holineſs is the end of all the reſt : 
and, therefore, not only are that re- 
pentance and faith vain, and of no avail 
to our ſalvation, which are not effec- 
tual principles of holineſs; but even 


ſuch true and fincere repentance and 


faith, as are effectual principles, and 
real beginnings of holineſs in the ſoul, 
are not ſufficient to render us immed;- 
ately fit for the heavenly bliſs; till we 
make further improvements in holi- 
neſs, by a courſe of obedience to the 
commands of Chriſt. And for this, 


I might appeal to the experience of 


ſincere Chriſtians, who are exerciſed 
unto godlineſs, and in whoſe hearts 
are the ways of God; who know and 
find, that a great deal remains to be 

| done, 


v&4x -«a ==. 
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done, for working out their ſalvation ; 
even after, by ſincere faith and re- 
pentance, they are happily entered 
upon the way to it. A great deal 
remains to be done, in mortifying and 
ſubduing corrupt luſts and irregular 
paſſions, more and more; in practi- 
ſing all the duties of piety and virtue, 
of devotion to God, and an uſeful 
lite among men, the duties of their 
ſeveral ſtations and relations; in the 
regular government of all their appe- 
tites; in reſiſting and overcoming all 


the trials and temptations they meet 


with in this world: and all, in ordet 
to their improvement and advance- 
ment in every grace and virtue; that 
they may thus become meet for enter- 
ing upon the enjoyments of a ſtate of 
perfection, and fit for the reward and 
. crown of Him that overcomes. 

Upon the whole, then, it is abun- 
dantly evident, that the main deſign 
of the Goſpel, and of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour's coming into the world and his 
death, is to recover men from ſin and 

vice; 
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vice; and bring them back to that 
conformity to God in holineſs and 
- goodneſs, in which their true happineſs 
lies : this is the great leſſon we are 
taught, by the grace of God, that 
© hath appeared bringing ſalvation to 
« us; that denying ungodlineſs and 
& worldly luſts, we ſhould Ide ſober- 
ly, righteouſly and godly in thi; 
« preſent world, looking for that 
© bleſſed hope, &c.” Tit. ii. 11. 13, 
For this purpoſe, there are © given to 
© us exceeding great and precious 


* promiſes, through the knowledge 


of him that hath called us to glory 
& and virtue, that by theſe we might 


& be partakers of a Divine nature, 


& having eſcaped the corruption that 
5 15 in the world through Juſt,” 2 Pet. 

i. 3, 4+ And it is, withal, declared, 
that“ the Lord Jeſus ſhall be reveal- 
cc ed from heaven, with His mighty 
« angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
& geance on them that know not 
“% God, and that obey not the Goſpel ot 
& our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 The. 


1. 7, 
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. 7,8. So that, the great deſign of | 


Chriſt, and His Goſpel, 1s not meerly 
to deliver ſinners from miſery, -and 
bring them to happineſs at laſt ; by no 
means, to deliver them only from the 
pains of ſenſe, and bring them to a 


ſtate of ſenſual gratifications, or any 


enjoyment conſiſtent with vice; but, to 
reſtore true piety and virtue to a de- 
generate world; to bring Men back 
to the true perfection of their nature; 

and not only to the firſt beginnings of 
moral excellency, but to ſuch im- 
provements as are neceſſary to their 
entrance on a ſtate of pure bliſs. Ac- 
cordingly ; not only, is a holy and 
good diſpoſition of mind neceſſary to 
any beginnings of true happineſs ; 
but, as the heavenly bliſs is founded 
in the perfection of holineſs, to fit us 
for that not only the firſt beginnings 
of piety and goodneſs, but further 
improvements, by the courſe of a ho- 
ly and good life, are, in the nature of 
the thing, neceſſary ; and plainly de- 
clared to be ſo, throughout the * 
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of the Goſpel. A holy life is not a rie 
taſk laid upon us here, to entitle us to an 
| a reward hereafter ; but, is a natural ly: 
| © progreſs to our complete happineſs, ne- ag. 
ceſſary to make us meet for it: and | 

it can no more be a proper act of mer- (4 

cy in God to diſpenſe with it, than to " 
diſpenſe with our happineſs ; for *tis = 
only ſo far as a man is improved in ho- 9 
Uneſs, that he can either have compla- 6 
'  eency in God, or God in him. (« 
| But, leſt it ſhould be thought, that, « 
* notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid, A 
ſuch improvements in holineſs as to fit W. 
| man for the heavenly bliſs may be fe 
attained all at once, by ſuch Divine th 
aids as we are not forbid to expect; in 
and ſo may poſſibly be attained by a a 
ſinner, even in his % moments: let Pe 

us conſider, he 

In the Second place; that the buſi- W 

neſs of a Chriſtian, and his preparati- m 

on for the heavenly ſtate, is, all along d! 

in Scripture, repreſented as a progreſ- 00 
ſive work; only begun, in his firft al 

' converſion ; ad t 


o be gradually car- g 
ried 
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ried on, to its proper improvement 
and perfection, by the courſe of a ho- 
ly and good life, and a faithful firiving 

againſt ſin. | 

I might even obſerve here; © that 
© our ttate in this life being a ſtate of 
© trial and exerciſe, in order to our 


« future reward and triumph, ariſes 


« not meerly from our ſinful imper- 
« feftions ; but from the condition 
« of human nature, in its original 
« frame and conſtitution.” Even 
Adam, in his firſt creation, though he 
was made innocent; yet was not ſo 
perfect and confirmed in goodneſs, but 
that he ſtill ſtood in need of further 
improvement: he was created with 
a faculty to judge aright; and with a 
power to govern his appetites, which 
he could controul far more eaſily than 


we can. do now: yet he was not im- 


mutably good ; but might, without 
due care and watchfulneſs, be indu- 
ced to do evil; as we ſee ke was: for 
an habituated, confirmed ſtate of 
goodneſs was, even then, to have 

been 
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been acquired by watchfulneſs and ex. 
erciſe ; whereby he might, in time, 
have become fo ſtedfaſt, as not to be 
prevailed upon, by any temptation, to 
act contrary to his duty. Nay, (what 
may juſtly appear more ſtrange and 
affecting) the great Captain of our fal- 
vation himielt has gone before us to 
His glory, by a courſe of obedience 
and patience. As Chriſtians, we are 
to be followers of Chriſt, and confor- 
med to the image of the Son of God: 
and this circumſtance, with regard to 
Him, may well appear wonderful and 
ſtriking ; that, though His human na- 
ture was perfectly immaculate from 
the firſt; yet He entered not upon His 
glory, but through a courſe of trial. 


e was originally free from the leaſt 


ſtain of irregular inclinations, or cor- 
rupt affections; and, from the very 


firſt, had in Him the unpolluted prin- 
ciple of all thoſe amiable virtues, | 


which afterwards diſcovered them- 
ſelves in his life ; by a gradual diſplay 
of which, from his childhood, he 


mcreu fed 
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increaſed in favour with God and man : 
through the courſe of His life, He did 
no fin, neither was guile found in His 


lips ; He was boly, barmleſs, undefiled, 


ſeparated from finners ; and could 


challenge His moſt inveterate ene- 
mies, which of you convinceth me of fin : 
he had, therefore, no ſins to repent of, 
no bad inclinations to amend, no re- 
licts of corruption to ſubdue : and 
yet, He did not enter upon that Re- 
ward and Glory to which, in his human 
nature, He is now advanced; but by 
paſting through a courſe of trial; and, 
by the moſt exact and intire obedience 
unto death, even the death of the croſs, 
giving the utmoſt proof of His con- 
ſummate Piety and Goodnets ! And, 
sit to be expected, that any of His 
weak and imperfect followers ſhould 
get to their reward all at once ; without 
any trial or diſcipline, to train them 
up to it? 

This would be contrary to the 
whole tenor of Holy Scripture; which 
repreſents the ſtate of a Chriſtian, in 

this 


this life, as a ſtate of trial and exerciſe, | 


diſcipline and improvement, in ordei 
to his advancement to a more perfect 
ſtate : and the work of ſanctification 
is, all along, ſet forth as a progreſſive 
work; fromleſler beginnings, gradu- 
ally carried on to its Per sdtion: ſo 
that the place and uſe oi the firſt re- 
pentance, is not to make a man imme 
diately fit tor heaven; far leſs, 0 
conclude, and make up for, an ill- 
ſpent lite, by a meer regret for having 
led ſuch a life ; but, to begin the courſe 


of a good life ; whereby, through a 


gradual progreis in holineſs and good- 
neſs, he is to be trained up for a ſtate 
of perfection. 

In the ſeveral metaphors the Scrip- 
ture makes uſe of, to ſet forth the 
work of grace ; and the emblematical 
repreſentations ouf bleſſed Saviour 


gives us of it; it is always repreſcnt- 
ed as taking its riſe from ſmall begin- 
nings; and, by a gradual progreſs, 
carried on to its perfection in glory. 
The foundation and propriety of theſe 

images 


4 
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images and metaphors plainly lies 
here ; that this is a thing in which 
the courſe of Nature and the conduct 
of Grace are harmonious, and bear 
4 beautiful correſpondence the one 
with the other; that the moſt perfect 
ſtate of things is not produced all af 
once; but every thing has its /ma// be- 
ginuings; and is from thence carried 
on, by ſeveral ſteps and degrees, to its 
proper perfeclian. And, in applying 
ſuch figures and metaphors, the natu- 
ral and obvious meaning of them 1s 
carefully to be attended to; the pur- 
poſe for which the ſimilitude is plain- 
ly brought in; the meaning, without 
which there would be no propriety, 
or ſenſe in the alluſion : and eſpecially 
the meaning in which they plainly 
concur z ſo as not only any one of 
them gives light to the others ; but 
alſo one branch of the ſimilitude gives 
light to the other, that which re e- 
ſents the Progreſs to that which ex- 
preſTes the firſt Beginning of the Chri- 
ſtan life. To proceed to ne : 
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The firſt entrance of true religion 
into the heart, is repreſented as a 


New Birth ; and its progreſs as a 


growth, or growing up: now, as 4 
child new-born, though it has human 
life in it, yet is not fit for manly ex- 
erciſes and entertainments, but grows 
up to them by ſlow ſteps ; in like man- 
ner, a Chriſtian, newly converted, 
muſt grow up by degrees to thoſe 
ſtronger exerciſes of piety and good- 
neſs, and that higher reliſh of virtu- 
ous enjoyments, for which he is crea- 
ted in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works : and 
therefore the Apoſtle exhorts his new 
converts, 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. As new 
© born babes, defire the ſincere milk 
© of the word, that ye may grow 
© thereby; if ſo be ye have taſte! 


the firſt beginning of the Chriſtian lite 
15 repreſented under the emblem of a 
branch engrafted into a living ſtock ; 
and its progreſs under that of bringing 
forth fruit, and much fruit, Jo. xv. 1. 
Again; the entrance on the Chriſt:- 


Alt 
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that the Lord is gracious.“ Again; 
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an life is repreſented as laying a foun- 
N its progreſs as bui/ding upon 
1 Cor. iii. 9, Cc. Eph. iv. 12, &c. 
404 ii. 20, Cc. Again; the Chriſtian 
life is compared to running in à race, 
which 1s a conſtant and a quick moti- 
on forward, without ſtopping, going 
back, or turning aſide ;z in which it is 
not enough to ſtart fair, and run on a 
while ; but one muſt run on, till he 
reaches the Goal, to obtain the prize : 
1 Cor. ix. 24. Heb, xii. 1. Further; 
the ſtate of a Chriſtian in this life is re- 
. as a warfare 3 and his per- 
ect ſtate is ſet forth under the em- 
blems of a Victory and Triumph: 
Kev. 11.7, 11, 17, 26. and ili. 5, 12, 
21, now, in a warfare, it is not 
enough to enter the lifts ; nay, to fight 
one battle, or gain one conqueſt ; but 


ue mult perſiſt i in the conteſt, till our 


warfare is accompliſbed; and, by a 

train of Victories, we have gained 4 
compleat Triumph: thus, the Chriſti- 
an muſt fight ibe good fight of faith, if 


he would lay bold of eternal 1 ife, 1 


Tim. 
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Tim. vi. 12. and the Apoſtle ſays of 
himſelf, 11. 4, 7, 8. I have fought the 

ood fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I 

ave kept the faith ; henceforth is laid 
up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, &c. 
Again; the progreſs of religion is {ct 
forth by the growing of corn; in 
which, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, Mark 
iv. 28. The earth bringeth forth— fir! 
the blade, then the ear, after that the 
full corn in the ear, And, in fine, 
ſays the Wiſe Man; * the path of the 
& juſt is as the ſhining light, that 


te ſhine th more and more unto the per- 


& fed day,” Prov. iv. 18. 
It, now, we paſs from the figura- 
tive to the plain deſcriptions of the 
life of a Chriſtian ; and the work that 
remains for him to do, after a good 
work is begun in him; they all poin: 
the ſame way. © Leaving the princi- 
« ples of the doctrine of Chriſt, ſays 
& the apoſtle, let us go on unto perfec- 
& tion ; not laying again the founda- 
© tion of repentance from dead works, 
and of faith towards God.“ Heb. 
VL. I. 
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viii. To believers the exhortation 
is, * As ye have received Chriſt Jeſus 
« the Lord, ſo wall ye in Him; 
« rooced and built up in Him.“ Cal. 
i. 6, 7. and Gal. ii. 20. ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, I ide by the faith of the Son 
« of God.” ?'Tis not to them who 
only begin to do well, but “ to them 
*« who by patient continuance in well- 
4 doing ſeek for glory, honour and 
« immortality,” that God will give 
eternal life, Rom. ii. 7. And, they 
who have begun the work of their ſal- 
vation, and even given former proofs 
of their obedience to the goſpel, muſt 
{till work out their own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, Phil. ii. 1 2. fearing, 
33 the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Heb, iv. 1. 
« leſt a promiſe being left us, of en- 
* tring into-ffis reſt, any of us ſhould 
* ſeem to come ſhort of it.“ Jo true 
Chriſtians is both the threatning and 
the promiſe addreſſed, Rem. viii. 13. 
lf ye live after the. fleſh, ze ſhall 
die; but if ye, through the ſpirit, 

223 9 do 
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* do mortify the deeds of the body, & « m 
e ye ſhall live:“ agreeably to what « be 
the Lord ſays, by the prophet, Excl. „ kr 
xxxiii. 18. When the righteous « C 


*© man turneth from his righteouſneſs, Paul, 
and committeth iniquity, he ſhall Apoſ 
& even die thereby.“ And, ſays « an 


our bleſſed Lord, 4% thoſe > Jows why TR 
believed on Him, Jo. vin. 31. If) e Wl m 


«© continue in my word, then are ye | 46 js 
„ my diſciples indeed, c.“ and io | RE 
his particular diſciples, of whom He e, « 


ſays, As the Father bath loved me, % | as a 


have loved you, He adds, continue Chriſ 
«© ye in my love; if ye keep my com- necel 
„% mandments, ye ſhall abide in my I their 
% love; even as I have kept my Fa- 18, 
cc ther's commandments, and abide | Ar 
1 „ in his love.” xv. 9, 10. And, ſaysthe T with 
; apoſtle Peter, to them that had obtained Chrit 
like precious faith with the apoſtles, ii. ment 


1. 5.— 0 giving all diligence, add to to th 
e your faith virtue, &c,—-for if theſe WM larly; 


5 1 things be in you, and abound, they WM Virty 
| all in 
See allo the 13th verſe of that chapter. faith} 


& make 
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« make you that ye ſhall neither 
« be barren nor unfruitful in the 
„knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” Again; ſays the Apoſtle 
| Paul, to thoſe who had 5:/reved as the 
Apoſtles preached, ** Be ye ſtedfaſt 
and unmoveable, always abounding 
« in the work of the Lord; for as 
% much as ye know that your labour 
« 1s not in vain in the Lord.“ 1 Cor. 
xv. 11, 58. In fine, the Apoſtle Pe- 
fer, enjoins growth in grace, not only 
as a proper improvement of what 
Chriſtians had attained unto ; but as 
necellary to prevent their falling from 


their tedfaſtneſs in religion, ll. 3. 17. 
18. 


And, what is thus faid, in general, 
with reſpect to the obligations on 
Chriſtians to conſtancy and advance- 

ment in their Chriſtian courſe in order 
to their Eternal Salvation ; is particue 
larly applied to the ſeveral Graces and 
| Virtues of a Chriſtian Life, which are 
all imperfect at firſt. The ſaints and 
Vie bretbren in Chriſt muſt “ walk 
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«© worthy of the Lord unto all plea- 
„ ſing ; being fruitful in every good 
« work, and encreafing in the know- 
ce l-dge of God,” Col. i. 2, 10. They 
who bave received Chrift 775 s h 
Lord, muſt be Aabliſet in the faith, 


and abound therein, Col. ii. 7. our {vc 


muſt abound yet more and more, in 
knowledge and in all judgment, Phil. i. 
g. we mult encreaſe and abound in love 
one towards another, and to all men: 


1 Theff. iii. 12. our patience muſt haue | 


its perfect work, Ja. i. 4. and we muſt 
abound to every 2054 work, 2 Cor. ix. 
8. 


This improvement of chene is 


repreſented as the great End of all the 


aſſiſtances, afforded to us by the Gol- 
pel ; a/l the ordinances and appoin:- 


ments of our bleſſed Lord and Savi- ' 
our. The Miniſtry and Miniſters of 


the Goſpel are appointed, not merely 
for the converſion .of ſinners 3 but 
chiefly for the improvement of Saints: 
Eph. iv. 11.“ He gave lome apoſtles 


„and ſome paſtors and teachers; 


66 for 


con- 
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« for the perfecting of the Saints 
* for the edifying of the body ot. 
« Chriſt; till we all come—unto a 
& perfect man, &c. that we be no 
« more children, &c, but 
may grow up unto Him in all things 
© who is the Head, even Chriſt.“ 

All this may be confirmed by the 
examples of thoſe, who have trod the 
paths of virtue and glory before us. 
To which, indeed, of the Saints ſhall 
the careleſs ſinner turn ; (who thinks 
to mount to Heaven at once, in the 
end of a vicious life ; ) who will not, 
N. their own experience, confute 
his folhy? Are not all the examples 
recorded in Scripture for our imitati- 
on, of ſuch as, not only through faith, 
but through e continuance, 

crieverance, and improvement, hae 
come to inherit the fromiſes? and the 
v/- we are to make of ſuch examples 
's plainly pointed out, Heb. vi. 11, 12 
that every one of us do ſhew the 
* ſame diligence, to the full aſſurance 
of hope wnto the end, that we be not 


D 3 0 Noth. 
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« /lothful, but followers of. them, 
* who, Sc.“ TI hall fingle out but 
One example: but it is ſuch a one, as 
may ſtir up all of us, who have any 
thing of the Divine Life in us, to 
bor out our own ſalvali n with fear 
and trombling : it is the example 0. 
the great Apoſtle Paul. He was, be- 

fore his converſion to Chriſtianity, 
enncerning the righteouſneſs that is in the 
law, blameleſs : He was, then, zeal- 
ous for what He believed to be the 
Trath ; though His ꝛeal was irregu— 
lar, and ill- n yet, notwitli- 
ſtanding all the prejudices of His edu- 
cation, and againſt all the force of His 

miſguided zeal, He became a Convert 
to Chriftianity ; and entered upon it, 
from the very firſt, as a ſtate of /uf- 
fering in this world : Afr ix. 16. He 
declares, that fer this cauſe He obtain 
ed mercy, that in him it“ Jeſus 
“ Chriſt might ſhew forth a/! long 
e ſuffering, for a pattern to thoſe 
«© which thould afterwards believe on 


Him to life everlaſting,” 1 Trm. i. 
16. 


| 
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16, a glorious and encouraging 
pattern of all long ſuffering, as to 
what was paſt / but let us fee what 


foll:wed after; and, if we would have 


His caſe a pattern for our encourage- 
ment, let us ſet His Practice betore us 
as a pattern of our duty : what ardor 
of love and gratitude to our merciful] 
God and gracious Redeemer, what 
fervor of charity, did He diſcover?! 
and all mingled with the moſt ſenſible 
regret, for the errors of his paſt life-; 
which he can never ſpeak of but with 
the deepeſt ſelf-abaſement, and the 
moſt profound admiration of the free- 
dom and greatneſs of Divine Grace to 
ſuch a one as He had been: how dt- 
ligent and indefatigable was He, in 
the ſervice of God and the bleſſed 
Redeemer; and in doing good to 
men, and promoting their greateſt 
happineſs, in the moſt diſintereſted 
manner ? and after he had gone on, in 
ſuch an indefatigable cafe of good 
works, for about twenty - five 


D 4 years, 
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years ®, what does he ſay of himſelf? 
Fbil. iii. 12— 15. Net as though! 


had already attained, either were 45 
« already perfect; but I follow after, it's 
« &c,] count not myſelf to have « x 


« apprehended; but this one thing [ 
« do; forgetting thoſe things which all 
« are bebind, and reaching forth unto 


( 

« thoſe things which are before, | ws 

| | e preſs towards the mark for the prize 
P ; ne! 

| of the high calling of God in Chriſt JE, 
138 By 


ſtriking an inftance I ſhall leave gt 
the application of to every Chriſtian's 


own thoughts, without any deſcanting pe 
[| Upon it. us 
1 And thus, I think, I have ſhown 1 . 
1 with the ſtrongeſt Evidence, “that IF ©. 
| | « the buſineſs of a Chriſtian, and his | 
F preparation for the Heavenly State, I e 
i is all along in Scripture repreſented hs 
| | eas a progreſſive work; only begun in nin 
1 his firſt converſion; and to be fur- | ,, 
1 It was, probably, ſo long after His firſt con- UP 

verſio n, before he wrote the Epiſtle to the Philip- I ha 

Pians. ta 
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ce ther improved, and carried on by de- 

e grees to its proper perfediian, by the 
« courfe of a holy and good life; in 
order to his entering on the Hea- 
« yenly bliſs”? | 

But, leſt it ſhould be thonght, that 
all this may admit of ſome exceptions 
and ſtill there may be ſome room left to 
hope, that a work of Grace may be. 
not only really begun, but conſiderably 
improned, in the Sinner's laſt moments, 
whereby he may be, even then, mace 
fit tor Heaven, by ſuch extraordinary 


. meaſures of Divine Grace as God can 


eaſily grant, and has no where forbid 
us to expect : I ſhall now proceed to 
what, I hope, will be allowed ſtill more 
decifrve upon this head. 

And, not to inſiſt upon it, how un- 
warrantable all expectations of ſuch ex- 
traordinary and miraculous Divine aids 
are, unlefs we had an expreſs revelati- 
on from God to build ſuch expectations 
upon; and that they, of all men, can 
have the leaſt warrant for ſuch expec- 
tations, who improve them to encou- 
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rage their going on preſumptuouſſy in 
a vicious courſe: I ſay further, in the 

Third place: that the Promiſes of 
future Happineſs are, throughout the 
tenor of Holy Scripture, made to a 
Holy and good life; without the leaſt 
hint of the alternative, that a man re- 
pents at laſt his having neglected it: 
and the threatenings of future puniſh- 
ment, to the workers o 7. iniquity, as they 
are moſt poſitive and peremptory, 10 
are made without the leaſt reſerve or 


exception; particularly, without the 


exception of a man's 6:tterly regretting 
at laſt that he had been ſo. So that, by 
theſe Promiſes and Threatnings, it is 
plainly and expreſly declared, “ that 
e the future ſlates of all men ſhall be 
c determined at laſt according to their 

«< works, in the courſe of this lite; and 
% not according to any extraordinary 
* change, contrary to it, wrought in 
* them in their laſt moments; and, 
by the tenor of theſe Threatnings, 4 
hopes of thoſe extraordinary aids, which 


are acknowledged neceſſary to the 


producing 
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producing ſuch a change, are as plain- 
ly precluded and forbidden by God, 
as if the thing was declared ab/clutely 
imp ofſible, 

We ſhall conſider theſe Promiſes 
and Threatnings together: and indeed, 
they are, for the moſt part, fo joined 
together in * Writ, that they will 
hardly admit of a ſeparate conſiderati- 
en; and fo as they throw mutual light 
and force upon one another, 

Whether we confider the Old Teſ- 
tament, or the New ; the words of 
Moſes and the Prophets, or of our 
bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles ; they 
all concur in repreſenting to us a Holy 
and good life as the only way to future 
happineſs. And, tho' the Revelation 
of the Old Teſtament gives but ob- 
ſcure and imperfect hints of that Jie 
and immortality, which is brought to 
light by the Goſpel; yet it ſeems to af-. 
ford ftrong enough aſſurances, that 10 
bopes of it can be entertained, but in 
the way of a. Holy life here; and on- 


ly 


„ 
ly in bis way are thoſe great and good 


men in ancient times, who ſeem to 
have had the expectation of it, repre- 
ſented as entertaining any hope of it. 
The worthies, in theſe old times, who 
obtained a goed report through Faith, 
obtained it by an Adlive Faith ; which 
animated them to a fteady and unre- 
ferved obedience to God, in the moſt 
difficult and trying cafes : by this Faith 
Abrabam, the father of the faithful, 
upon G call, © obeyed, and went 
« forth, not . knowing whither he 
« went; contented with this, that 
he well-knew whoſe Call be followed : 
e for he looked for a city that hath 


foundations, whoſe builder and 
« maker is God, Heb. xi. 8, 10. ) 


* this Faith Mofes—— choſe rather 
« to ſuffer affliction with the people 
« of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
« ſures Fd fin for a ſeaſon; for he 
had re unto the recompence 


c of reward.” And let us advert to 
the charaffers given of thoſe -_ 
g a 
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ſhall aſcend into the bill of the Lord, 
abide in bis tabernacle, and dwell in bis 
Holy place, Pf. xv. and xxiv. $.—— 
And, Pſ. xxxvii. 37, 38. Mark 
e the perfect man, and behold the 
<« upright; for the end of that man 
« js peace; but the tranſgreſſors ſhall 
be deftroyed together, the end of 
« the wicked ſhall be cut off.” And, 
viii. 20, 21. when it is ſaid, our God 
is the Cad of ſalvation, it is added, 
« but God ſhall wound the head of 
“his enemies, and the hairy ſcalp 
«© of ſuch a one as goeth on ftill in bir 
« treſpaſſes.” And, ſays the Pſalmiſt 
of himſelf, cxix. 166. Lord, I have 
Hope for thy ſalvation, and done thy 
* commandments: and 174. I have 
* longed for thy ſalvation, O Lord, 
and thy law is my delight.” And 
ſays the Lord to the Prophet, Ja. iti. 
10, 11. „ fay ye to therighteous, that 
Hit ſhall be well with him; for they 
* ſhall eat the fruit of their doings : 
* wo unto the wicked, it ſhall ” 
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ce ill with him e for the reward of bis 


| * hand; ſhall be given him.” 1 
| In the new Teſtament, as we have t! 
| the moſt 'clear and full diſcovery of I 
| life and immortality, brought to light by th 
| the Goſpel ; ſo the wrath of God is 1 
| more clearly and expreſly revealed 
| ſrom heaven againſt all ungedlineſs and 0 


1 unrightecuſneſs of men, Mat. xvi. 27. 
| Our bleſſed Lord tells us expreſly, A 
that when be ſhall come in the glory of cl 
| -! bis Father, with his holy Angels: la 
| < then he ſhall reward every man ac 
| „ cording to his works.” And Jo. v. 
28, 29. He warns his hearers, that 
the hour is coming, in which all 
that are in the graves ſhall hear his 
« voice; and ſhall come forth, they 
„ that have done good unto the reſur- 
« 'reftion of life, and they that have 
« done evil unto the reſurreflion »/ | 
& damnation.” When the Apoſtle Ne 
Peter was well taught, by an heaven- I co. 
ly viſion; he ſays, ** of a truth I |} ed 
% perceive that God is no refpecier of tab 
*. perſons; but in everynation he that 
6 fear- 
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e feareth God and worketh rightcouſ- 
© neſs is accepted with Him.” And 
the like ſentiment he expreſſes; when 
he ſays, in his firſt Epiſt. i. 17. that 
the Father, “ without reſpect of per- 
5 ſons, judgeth according to every 
* man's work;” and therefore, they 
who call on him muſt *« pafs the time 
of their /ejourning here in fear.“ 
And, the Apoſtle Paul expreſly de- 
clares; Rom. ii. 6.— that God will at 
laſt “ render to every man according 
eto his deeds + to. them who, by pa- 
« tient continuance in welk-doing, ſeek 
for glory, honour, and immortali- 
ty, eternal life ; but unto them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the 
&« truth, indignation and wrath<- 
upon every ſoul of man that doth evil; 
but glory, honour, and peace to 
* every man that worketh good, &c.”? 
Nor is this diſtribution of things ac- 


ac 


cc 


cording to the tenor of any antiqua- 


ted, or abrogated, law; but this equi- 
table retribution ſhall be made “ in 
che day when God ſhall ny the 

&« ſecrets 
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« ſecrets of men by Jefus Chriit,” 
according to the Goſpel which the Apo- 
ſtle preached, v. 16. and all upon the 
ſame principle, which both Apoſtles, 
in a perfect harmony and concurrence, 
found upon the moral character ot 
God ; “ for there is no reſbett of per- 
« font with God, v. (1. He has no 
regard to the outward appearances 
and circumſtances of men; nor to any 
conſiderations foreign,,to their rea/, 
their moral, characters: and therefore, 
as, on the one hand, we can hardly con- 
ceive of Him as too indulgent a Father, 
in his readineſs to receive into favour 
ſinners, who truly repent and amend ; 
ſo, on the other hand, we can ſcarce 
conceive of Him as too impartial and 
inenorable a judge, in his dealings with 
ſuch as go on all their life in a ſinful 
courſe ; and will not, by all the me- 
thods of His mercy in time, be re- 
claimed and reformed. Again, the 
Apoſtle warns us, 2 Cor. v. 10. that 
„ we muſt all appear before the judg- 
e ment- 
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« ment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
t may receive the things dene in bis 
body, according to that he bath done, 
© whether it be good or bad:“ ſure, 
no change wrought on a man in his 
laſi moments, can be reckoned among 
things that he bath done in the hedy. I 
paſs over ſeveral other texts, to the 
ſame purpoſe ; ſome of which I have 
already mentioned upon a former 
head *: and ſhall proceed to take par- 
ticular notice of a remarkable paſſage, 
or two. One is that of the Apoſtle, 
Gal. vi. 7, 8. where he lays down the 
great rule of the Divine conduct; that 
order of things, under His govern- 
ment, which is elſewhere expreſſed 
by his rendering to every man according 
to his works ; or giving bim the fruit of 
his dings: @ rule founded upon the 
moral Character of God; for, ſavs 
Elihu, Job xxxiv. 10, 11. “ hearken 
« unto me, ye men of underſtand- 
* ing; far be it from God that he 

« ſhould 


See p. 34, 38. 
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„ ſhould do wickedneſs, and from 
« the Almighty that He ſhould 
% commit iniquity; for the work 
© of a man ſhall He render unto 


& him, and cauſe every man to find 
& according to bis ways.” Tt is true; 
the Apoltle is here particularly recom- 
mending and enforcing the duty 901 


beneficence and liberality : but to me 


it appears as plain, that he is applying 
and adapting to this purpoſe a general 
principle, equally applicable to the 


enforcement of every branch of good 


and virtuous practice. This principle 
He expreſſes, in terms of alluſion to 
what is obſerved in the ordinary courl 


of Nature, © that men reap in har- 
« weſt the very ſame kind of grain 


« that they ſow in the /eed-time -* 
a thing the Reverſe of which is poſſi- 
ble; but ſo contrary to the ordinary 
courſe of nature, and the common 
experience and obſervation of man- 
kind (attentive enough to theſe - 
ward things, and ſagacious cnough 


to make juſt obſervations about them) 


that 
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that no man entertains the leaſt ex- 
pectation that it ever will happen: and 
would men apply the ſame attention 
and ſagacity to their mg/? important 
concerns; they might ſee it as un- 
reaſonable, and contrary to na- 
ture, to expect to find it otherwiſe 
in their ſpiritual affairs; to think to 
reap at lait, and in the other world, 
any thing elſe than the proper and 
natural fruit of their own ways : for, 
the time of his life is our ſeed-time, 
in order to our reaping the harveſt in 
augther life, This ſerves to obviate 
the laſt refuge, to which they who 
20 on in a ſinful courſe in hopes of 
retrieving all by a late repentance, 
are apt to betake themſelves, when 
beat out of all others; that the thing 
is poſſible : but, they might as well 
hope, after ſowing fares in the Spring 
to reap wheat in the Harveſt ; tor that 
is poſſible too, The Apoitle uſhers in 
His awful warning, with a particular 
caution againſt a dangerous deceit or 
deluſion : be not deceived; “ deceive 

% not 
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* not yourſelves, nor ſuffer any others 
% to 1mpoſe upon you, in a matter 
** of ſo great importance to you :” 
He adds. Ged is not mocked : men at- 
tempt to meck God, when they think 
to impeſe upon Him by fair ſhews and 
ſpecious pretences ; when the Laws ard 
Rules of His government are depiſed, 
or men think they are to be diſpen/-d 
with but this is a vain attempt: Gd 
cannot be impeſed upon; and every at- 
tempt to do it muſt recoil upon their 
own heads who make it : nor will he 
paſs from the rules of His govern- 
ment, or the ſanctions of His laws 
in favour of thoſe obſtinate wretches, 
who frample upon them. The Apo- 
ſtle goes on; © for, whatſoever a 
man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo.reap :” 
this 1s his general aſſertion ; that it 
holds as well in the Hiritual ſenſe as 
in the natural, that men reap in the 
ſame kind as they ſow : this He fur- 
ther explains and amplifies ; for be 
that ſoweth to his fleſh, ** who employs 
* his labours and his earthly poſſeſ- 
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« ſions to the gratifying of his ſelfiſh 


© and ſenſual appetites,” fx of the 
fleſh reap corruption; of ſuch a cor- 
rupt improvement of his time and 
talents, he ſhall receive future miſery, 
as the proper fruit of bis own ways ; in 
like manner as, what one reaps inbary 

is the natural fruit of what he ſows in 
ſpring : corruption, in oppoſition to 


life e a ; i, e. the puniſhments 


of the other world: for, that the A- 
poſtle is here ſpeaking of that reaping 
thoſe retributions, that ſhall be made 
at the great day of judgment, and in 
the other world, is further clear from 
the other part of His declaration; 
but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit; “ he 
* who, under the influences and con- 
duct of the ſpirit of love, employs 
© tis time, his endeavours, and the 
advantages he is entruſted with, to 
the improvement of his better part, 
© and his uſefulneſs in this world; 


he ſhall of the ſpirit reap life 2 


g; “ under the conduct of the 
vine Spirit, and as the fruit of ſuch 
„ ſpiritual 
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cc ſpiritual employments and improve- 
«© ments, he ſhall come to eternal 
« happineſs at laſt.” 


Loet me repeat it; that here the ſi- 


militude is plainly taken from a thing, 
the reverſe of which is poſſible with 
Almighty God, but ſo contrary to 
the courſe of Nature, that no man ex- 
pects it, any more than if it was im- 
Poſſible. Let us put the caſe, that a 
man ſows tares in his field: it is Peſſibl- 


with Almighty God, that he ſhall 


reap the fineſt wheat : but did ever 
any man of a ſound mind, entertain 


ſuch an expectation? how abſurd 


would it appear, for any one to think, 
by the moſt Bitter regret and hearty 


' repentance, to retrieve ſuch a bad ſow- 


ing, and reap the quite contrary grain; 
unleſs, in time, he plucked up the 
tares, and ſowed the grain he wiſhed 
to reap? as abſurd 1s it, according to 
the Apoſtle's compariſon and awful 
warning, for the ſinner to expect, by 
the moſt hearty regret and deepeſt 
ſorrow, out of time, to eſcape the = 
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ſery a vicious courſe has expoſed him 
to; when he has no opportunity to 
undo what he has been doing all his life, 
and betake himſelf to a better courſe. 
In the Natural ſenſe, no man, from 
a meer poſſibility of the thing, ever 
expects to reap another kind of grain 
than he ſows; even though God has 
no where declared, that it hall net be; 

as he has plainly declared, that tbey 
who ſow to the fleſh ſhall of the fleſh reap 
corruption, in oppoſition to life everlaſt- 
ing; by which all the vain hopes the 
ſinner can pretend to raiſe from the 
meer poſſibility of its being otherwiſe, 
are utterly overthrown : be not dec etv- 
ed ; Gad is not mocked. 

To conclude this head: the re- 
preſentation which our bleſſed Saviour 
(to whom the Father hath committed all 
judgment) gives us of His procedure at 
the great Day of Judgment, Matt. 
XXV. 31 is full, clear, and ſtrong, 
to the ſame purpoſe : then the great 
judge of the world will make a diſtri- 
bution of men, and a different aſſign- 

ment 
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ment of everlaſting rewards or puniſh- 
ments to them, according to their 
moral characters, diſcovered in their 
works and the courſe. of their /ive; 
dere; will receive men to Happineſs, or 
condemn them to Miſery, not only as 
they have done good or done evil, but 
as they have done good or neglefted to 
do it: let us carefully advert to this 
that not only they who have employed 
their lives in doing wreked actions; but 
they who have neglected to employ 


them #u/efully, in doing good, beneh- 


cent, and charitable' actions, as they 
had opportunity; are, in that great 
deciſive Day, condemned to everla/? - 
ing puniſhment. And, however they, 
againſt whom that charge is laid, are 
repreſented as attempting to dr/own it ; 
they are not repreſented as allowing the 
faet, but yet thinking to evade the ſen- 
tence, by pleading that, before they 
died, they moſt heartily regretted the 
negle&t, and fled to the blood of 
Chriſt for pardon : that appears too 
thin a plea, for any to. be ſuppoſed 
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to dare to offer, in that awful day, 
and before that dreadful Tribunal: 
indeed, if wwe wall in tbe light, as God 
is in the light, we may be aſſured that 
the blood of Feſus Cbriſt His Son clean- 
ſeth us from all jm : but to make that 
moſt precious blood a Sanctuary and 
Refuge at laſt, for thoſe who, all the 
time of their life, have refuſed, when 
God called, will, according to the 
whole ſtrain of Scripture-revelation, 
be found, in that awful Day, a ceunt- 
ing the bloed of the Covenant wherewith 
we are ſauctiſied an unholy thing, and 
making Chrift the miniſter of fin : then, 
the righteous only ſhall ge into life e- 
ternal : and who are the righteous, our 
bleſſed Saviour plainly declares in that 
context; namely, “ they who, in the 
* courſe of their lives, have done 
Food and charitable actions, as they 
had opportunity;“ the beloved Di- 
ſciple of our Lord plainly tells us, with 
a tender caution againſt ſuffering our- 
(elves to be deceived by other repre- 
ſentations of the matter; 1 Fob» ili. 
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7, TO. © Little children, let no man 


 *© deceive You: he that doth rigbteouſ- 


«« neſs is righteous, even as He is righ- 
, teous,” (an expreſſion far from de- 
noting an eguality; but only ſignity— 


ing, that his righteouſneſs ſtands upon 


the lite proof and evidence with the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or of Ged) and, 


on the other hand. whoſoever 4: 


« not righteouſneſs, is not of God.” 
Thus I have ſhewn, with the clear- 


eſt evidence, that the promiſes of /u- 


ture happineſs, in Scripture, run in the 
tenor of 1ts being the fruit, and the 
final reward of a holy and good lite; 
and there is no promiſe in the who 
Word of God, that runs in any ſtrain 
like this, „“ that they ſhall inherit e- 
eternal life, who either live a holy 
lite here, or heartily repent at all 
* that they have neglected it:“ I have 
alſo clearly ſhewn, that the threaten- 
ings of future miſery, againſt the wvr- 


\ kers of iniquity, as they are moſt dread- 


ful and terrible; ſo they are moſt po- 
Htive and peremptory, without any re- 
ſerve 
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ſerve or exception. Many, in pro- 
nouncing the awful and righteous ſen- 
tence of God, denouncing future mi- 
ſery to the workers of niquitys ſeem 
to think it a neceſſary piece of caution 
to add (not, “ unleſs they repent in 
« time and amend,” but) unieſs they 
repent at aft : but the Word of God 
knows no ſuch reſerve, or exception ; 
but conſtantly, without it, declares, 
that going on in a ſinful courſe to the 
laſt leads to unavoidable ruin. 

And, further to cut off all pretence 
of ſuch exception: let it be obſerved, 
in the 

Fourth place : 'That God 22 
and peremptorily threatens, He will 
give a deaf ear to their cries at laſt, or 
in the day of their diſtreſs and extre- 
mity, who refuſe to hearken to His 
Calls in time: and, ſo far as a mere 
ſorrow for an ill- ſpent life may be 
called Repentance; it is plainly inti- 
mated in Scripture, that there may be 
a real Repentance, a hearty Sorrov- 
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and Regret, too late, when the ine 
for amendment and recovery is paſt. 
There are plain intimations in 
Scripture, of ſuch a thing as a ſinner's 
day of grace; his ſeaſon or opportunity 
for making his peace with God, and 
for ſecuring and working out his tur 


ſalvation ; which it he ſins, or trifle 


away, the Door of mercy is ſhut 
upon him; and he has no accels to 
retrieve the ruin he has brought upon 
himſelf: and no one ſinner knows, 
how long this day of grace may laſt 
with him; or how near it may be io 
an end; if he refuſes to comply with 
the preſent Call of God to Repent and 
Believe the Goſpel : for this is certain, 
that all the Calls and exhortations in 


the Word of God, to Repent and to | 
Believe in Chriſt, are to do ſo imme | 


diately, and leave no encouragement 10 
defer it one moment. 

% Every one that is godly, ſays the 

«© Pſalmiſt, ſhall pray unto thee in 

«* time when thou mayeſi be found 

and, in like manner, -the ah 47" ex 

ots 


the 
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' | horts ſinners,” I}. Iv. 6. Seck ye the 
Lord (viz. by true repentance and 
| Þ © amendment, as appears from the 
„ next verſe) while He may be found;” 
' | —plainly implying, that there is @ 
| | time when He will not be found: He 
bas his day of grace and mercy ; but 
i | He has his day of trat h too: and they 
i | who © deſpiſe the riches of his good- 
) | © neſs, and forbearance, and long- 
1 | © ſuffering, not being led thereby to 
e repentance ;z do thus treaſure up to 
« themſelves wrath againſt the day 
« of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God.” Rom. 
il. 4, 5. And the Apoſtle, befeeching 
thoſe to whom he writes, that they 
| © receive not the grace of God in 
“ vain;” fays, © behold now is the 
accepted time, behold now is the day 
ot Salvation.” 2 Cor. vi. 1, 2. And 
the Holy Spirit faith, to-day if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.” Fſ. xcv. 7. Heb. iii. 7, 8. 
and the Apoſtle adds, . 13. Ex- 
hort one another daily, while it ts 
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« called to-day, leſt any of you be 
„ hardened through the deceitfulne!s 
« of fin.” For the neglect of thi 
their opportunity, our compaiſionate 
Redeemer wept over Jeruſalem; * (ay- 
“ ing, if thou hadſt known, even 
„thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the 
« things which belong to thy peace ! 
but now they are hid from thine 
eyes.” Lule xix. 41, 42. For this, 
the fgoliſb wirgins, in the Parable 
(Matt. xxv. 1.) could not enter in to 
the marriage-feaſt ; becauſe they has 
neglected to improve their time and 
opportunity they had neglected 10 
make proviſion of c/, of inward gr2- 
ces and virtues, to keep the /amps of 
their profeſſion alive: and while they 
went, too late, to make proviſion 
(here they are repreſented not only as 


regretting the neglect, but attempting 


to make it up) the door was ſhut, aud 
they were abſolutely refuſed entrance. 
The Apoſtle, exhorting the Jewish 
Chriſtians, Heb. xii. 15. 17. to“ look 
« diligently leſt any ſhould fail of the 
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« grace of God,” ſets forth the dan-- 
ger of letting our opportunity flip, un- 
der the example of, Eſau, „ who for 
« one morſel of meat fold his birth- 
& right;” how inconſiderable a thing 
this; in compariſon of foregoing the 


Heavenly birth-right, and Heavenly 


inheritance, for the gratifications of 
the ſenſual appetites, or of covetous 
or ambitious defires! And, he adds, 
ye know how that afterwards, when 
* he would have inherited the bleſ- 
& ſing, he was rejected; for he found 
* ng place of Repentance, though he 
* ſought it carefully with tears.” 
And, the awful denunciation of the 
Divine c againſt obſtinate ſin- 
ners, Prov. i. 24. 31. is in very 
ſtrong and dreadful terms: © becauſe [ 
have called, and ye refuſed—1 alſo 
* will /augh at your calamity, and will 
mock when your fear cometh ;— 
then ſhall they ca/ upon me, but I 
&« will not anſwer ; ; they ſhall /e me 
* early, but they ſhall not find me: 
they ſhall eat of the fruit of their 
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« own way.” And, if to any ſinner 
+ this appears too hard and ſevere; he 
may be addreſled in the words of Bil- 
dad to Job, xiii. 4. Shall the earth be 
for ſaken for thee ® and hall the rock be 
removed out of its place? Shall the 
«&- wiſe courſe of Providence, and the 
« ſacred laws of the Divine govern- 
«« ment, be overturned ? in favour of 
© ſo guilty, ſo worthleſs, a wretch !” 
Sure, no truly pious and good foul can 
think ſuch awful and ſalutary denun- 
ciations and warnings too hard and 
ſevere ; nor think it an wnrighteous 
thing with God to execute them, a- 
gainſt thoſe who will not be reclaim- 
ed by them; as he knows, and finds 
in his comfortable experience, that 
Chriſt's yoke is eafy and his burden light, 
and that God's commandments are nit 
grievous; and deſires to be made hap- 
py in 0 other way, than the way / 
Holineſs. 

But, becauſe ſome may pretend that 
the threatnings of future puniſhment to 
thoſe / ho go on all their life in a vici- 

ous 
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ous courſe, mu? admit of ſome reſerve 
or exception; ſeeing there are Pro- 
mi ſes in the Goſpel that run in a con- 
trary ſtrain; or, at leaſt, muſt be con- 
ſidered as implying an exception to 
ſuch threatnings: therefore, I under- 
take to prove; in the 

Fifth place: that, there is no one 
promiſe in the whole word of God, 
which gives the feaſt countenance or 
encouragement to the hopes of thoſe 
who go onan a ſinful courſe, in the 
expectation of retrieving all at laſt. by 
a death-hed ſorrow, and flying to the 
mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus in their 
laſt moments. X 

Here, it is natural to expect, the 
promiſes of ſalvation made to Repent- 
ance and Faith in Chriſt, wilt be al- 
edged, in oppoſition to what I have 
laid down; as there are no other pro- 


miſes that can, with any ſhadow of 


reaſon, be adduced to that purpoſe : 

theſe, indeed, the finner, blinded by 
his luſts, is apt to underſtand as im- 
plying, “ that ene act of ſorrow or 
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regret for an ill- ſpent life, at any 
time, even in the very cloſe of i! 
(talſely called Repentance) and e 
act of conhdent and preſumptuoi; 
6 reliance on the mercy of God and 
** the merits of Chriſt then (falſely 
„called Faith in Chriſt) will Ne 
all the ruin he has brought upon 
« himſelf; and effectually recommend 
him to the mercy of God unto eter- 
nal lite.“ 

Thus, fooliſh and deluded 1ou!; 
wreſt the Scriptures to their own perd:- 
tion: and moſt baſely and diſingenu— 
ouſly improve groundleſs apprehenß. 
ons of the Divine mercy and goodne!s, 
to harden them in vice, and encou— 

rage them to go on ſecurely in a fintv! 
courſe ; in the hopes of ſetting all to 
rights at laſt, by a late regret and d) 
ing ſorrow ; eſpecially, if it is very 72 
and ſtrong, as they flatter themſelve: 
it will be, 

But, that theſe Promiſes will adm! 
of 19 ſuch conſtruction; will be abun- 
dant!y 
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dartly evident from the following Con- 
ſiderations, ſeriouſly attended to. 

1. That there are very good, and | 
ſufficiently Obvious, Reaſons, why the 
promiſes of Salvation ſhould be made 
to Faith and Repentance; without 

| derogating in the leaſt from the abſo- 

| lute Neceſſity of a Holy Life, to fit 

| us for the Happineſs of Heaven. Not 

to repeat what I have formerly ſaid tf, 
concerning the Terms of ſalvation de- 
clared and required in the Goſpel: 
what I have naw aſſerted will be abun- 
dantly evident; whether we confider 
the Calls to Repentance and Faith, | 

and the encouraging Promiſes enfor— 

: cing them, as they are firſt addreſſed 

| to the heathen world ; or, as they are 


0 extended to all ſinners. The Promiſes 
of ſalvation to the Hleathens, on their 
þ firſt abandoning their Idolatry and Vi- 


ces, and receiving Chriſt as their Sa- 
viour and Lord; do immediately import, 
t that they ſhould be delivered from the 
- darkneſs and miſery of heatheniſh ig- 


+ Sec pag. 32, &. 
norance, 
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regret for an ill-ſpent life, at any 
time, even in the very cloſe of 1! 
(talſely called Repentance) and ene 
act of confident and preſumptuoy; 
© reliance on the mercy of God and 
„the merits of Chriſt then (falſely 
* called Faith in Chriſt) will ben. 
all the ruin he has brought upon 
« himſelf; and effectually recommend 
him to the mercy of God unto eter- 
nal hte.” 

Thus, fooliſh and deluded 1ou!: 
e reſ the Scriptures to their own perdi- 
tion: and moſt baſely and diſingenu— 
ouſly improve groundleſs apprehenti- 
ons of the Divine mercy and goodneſs, 
to harden them in vice, and encou- 
rage them to go on ſecurely in a fintvl 
courſe ; ; in the hopes of ſetting all to 
rights at laſt, by a late regret and d) 
ing ſorrow ; eſpecially, if it is very de 
and ſtrong, as they flatter themſelvc: 
it will be. 

But, that theſe Promiſes will admit 
of 19 ſuch conſtruction ; will be abun- 
dant!y 
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dantly evident from the following Con- 
3 ſeriouſly attended to. 

That there are very good, and 
ſufficientiy Obvious, Reaſons, why the 
promiſes of Salvation ſhould be made 
to Faith and Repentance; without 
derogating in the leaſt from the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of a Holy Life, to fit 


us for the Happineſs of Heaven. Not 


to repeat what I have formerly ſaid , 
concerning the Terms of ſalvation de- 
clared and required in the Goſpel: 
what I have naw aſſerted will be abun- 
dantly evident; whether we confider 
the Calls to Repentance and Faith, 

and the encouraging Promiſes enfor- 
cing them, as they are firſt addreſſed 
to the heathen world ; or, as they are 
extended to all ſinners. The Promiſes 
of ſalvation to the Heathens, on their 
firſt abandoning their Idolatry and Vi- 
ces, and receiving Chriſt as their Sa- 


viour and Lord; do immediately import, 


that they ſhould be delivered from the 
darkneſs and miſery of heatheniſh ig- 

+ See pag. 33, &. 
anner, 
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norance, ſuperſtition and idolatry, and 
brought into the privileges of the 
Chriſtian Church; made partakers of 
all thoſe advantages, for eternal hap- 
pineſs, which the diſcoveries and in- 
ſtitutions of the Goſpel afford; and, 


by improving theſe, in the courſe of a 


holy and virtuous Life, ſhould actual- 
ly come to this eternal Happineſs at 
laſt. But as theſe Exhortations and 
Pramiſes are ſtill extended to all! ſin- 
ners, who hear the Goſpel; and it is 


the Declared deſign of Chriſt's com- 


ing into the world, 7s. ni. 16.“ that 
46 whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
c not periſh, c.“ For underſtand- 
ing the perfect conſiſtency of this, 
with the abſolute neceſſity of a Hei 
Life, in order to the happineſs of 
Heaven; let it be obſerved; that God, 
who directiy ſees into the hearts of 
men, chiefly regards the Heart, in 
His ſervice : true Holineſs chiefly lies 
in the purity of the Heart and the in- 
ward Affections of the Soul; which 
are the governing principles of our 
condudct : 
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conduct: that which conſtitutes an 
AR, or Courſe, of true Obedience to 


God, is the inward good Principles 


from which it proceeds : and it is the 
prevalency of inward good diſpoſitions 
of Heart, that lay the foundation of 
true happineſs and enjoyment within. 
therefore, it is moſt proper and na- 
tural, that the Promiſes of God, His 
Promiſes of Happineſs, be made to 
thoſe inward diſpoſitions and affecti- 
ons, which are the true Principles of 
Holineſs and Obedience to Him ; ra- 
ther, than to any outward Actions. 
If, then, true Faith in Chriſt is an 
effectual Principle of a truly virtuous 
Obedience; and true Repentance is 
the real and effectual Beginning of 
a holy and good Life; well may the 
Promiſes of that ſalvation and happi- 
neſs, to the obtaining of which a Ho- 
ly life is abſolutely neceſſary, be made 
to theſe ; without, in the leaſt, dero- 
gating from, or leſſening the neceſlity 
ot Holineſs : for theſe promiſes are 
not made to them, conſidered as /in- 
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gle Acts; but, agreeably to their Na- 

| ture, as effectual Principles of all 
| thoſe Diſpoſitions, and that Courſe of 
behaviour, which is requiſite to render 
us Meet for the Heavenly bliſs: ſo 
that, whatever, in the nature of things 

and according to the tenor of the Goſ- 
ſpel, is neceſſary to ſalvation, is either 
included in them, or naturally flows from 
them as the genuine and effectual Prin- 
| ciples of it. Now, this 1s really the 
| caſe : true Faith purifies the Heart, 
| Acts xv. 9. the ſource of our Acti- 
| ons, out of which are the iſſues of life; 
purifies it from all ſenſual paſſions and 

| wordly luſts, all narrow and ſelfiſh at- 
| fections; and raiſes it to a Heavenly 
| and Generous diſpoſtion ; to that ſu- 
preme Love of God, and hearty 
| Good-will to all men, which are the 
natural principles of a regular perfor- 
mance of all the duties of Piety and 
Devotion, Equity and Goodneſs: thus, 
Faith worketh by Love, Gal. v. 6. the 

moſt commanding affection of the 
ſoul : it conveys into the Heart ſuch 

a ſtrong 
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a ſtrong and lively ſenſe of the Glory 
and the Goodneſs of God; of the 
Excellency of the Redeemer, and His 
condeſcending Kindneſs ; as promotes 
in the ſoul the higheſt Love and Gra- 
titude to our Gracious God, and Com- 
paſſionate Saviour; with the ſincereſt 
Good- will to our neighbours, in imita- 
tion of that Divine Love by which we 
are ſaved: and thus leads us to the 
icgular performance of every duty, 
from a principle of Love. Thus, 
trac Faith renders the ſoul as a good 
Tree; which naturally bringeth forth 
good Fruit: it lodges a good Treaſure in 
the Heart ; from whence the good man 
bringeth forth good things. True Re- 
pentance (as it mainly conſiſts in A- 
mendment, and is conſtant and net to 
bs repented 77 is the proper and real 
Beginning of that patient continuance 
in well doing, which leads to glory, Bo- 
nour and immortality. So that; if we 
conſider the obvious reaſons why the 
Promiſes of ſalvation are made to 
Faith and Repentance; we may evi- 
dently 
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dently ſee, that there is nothing in 
theſe promiſes, inconſiſtent with the 
plaineſt declarations concerning the 
2 neceſſity of a Holy Life to the 
appineſs of Heaven: oe juitly may 
the promiſes of that Salvation, to 
which a Holy Life is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, be made to ſuch Diſpoſitions 
as are the real Beginnings and effectual 
Principles of fuch a Life There- 

fore, uy 
2dly : Theſe Promiſes can, by no 
means, imply; that the fir/? Acts of 
Repentance and Faith render a man 
immediately meet tor Heaven, come 
when uy will; even when they 
come early enough, to have the 5% 
influence upon us: for it is by the 
Temper we improve in, by their 
after-influence, that we become mect 
to partake of the Heavenly Bliſs. As 
Repentance and Faith in Jeſus Chrift, 
are comprehenſive and leading princi- 
ples in true Religion and Chriſtianity ; 
ſometimes theſe two are joined toge- 
ther in Scripture, as comprehenſive 
of 
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of all that is required i in order to our 
ſalvation ; but by no means excluſive 
of a holy life, of which they are the 
Principles and Beginnings : fb, in the 
NY of our bleſſed Lord, Mar. 
15. ſo alſo in the Preaching of the 
Apoſit Paul, A xx. 21. Nay, ſome- 
times all that is required to our Salva- 
tion, is comprehended under ene of 
theſe: as, Repentance, £zek. xviii. 
36. Faith in Chriſt, As xvi. 31. But 
ſuch paſſages are, no means, to 
by underſtood, as 1 the fr/t act of 
Repentance, or Faith, rendered a 
man immediately meet for the Heaven- 
ly Blifs; or ſecured his immediate en- 
trance into it: they can only imply 
(according to the tenor of the Goſpel} 
his being aſſured of coming to Heaven 
at /aft ; and of having the time and op- 
portunity, as well as the advantages 
and Aſſiſt ances, neceſſary for working 
ns his own ſalvation; which is only 
b:-gun by the firſt Acts even of the 
moſt ſincere Repentance and the moſt 
unfeigned Faith. That which ſeems 
tO 
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| to occaſion the Error of many in this 
| matter, 1s their having no notion of 
being ſaved, but going direct iy to Hea- 
ven; Without any juſt notion, at the 
ſame time, what Heaven is, or what 
Improvements are neceſſary to make 
us capable of fo exalted a Happineſs. 
Heaven is not ſo much a different place 
from that where we now are, as a 
Different State from the preſent; and 
it is by the temper of our minds we 
muſt make our approaches to it: nor 
is it even a /tate lo quite different, but 
that there are the beginnings of it, go 
ing on and advancing upon Earth, in 
every true Heir of it; in his improve- 
ments in Love to God, and 1n a kind 
and equitable diſpoſition towards all 
around him, to fit him for a ſtate 
wherein dwells righteouſneſs, and where 
perfect Love reigns. Salvation muſt 
be begun, and advancing here, to be 
per fected hereafter. To be ſaved, is to 
be delivered from pernicious Errors and | 
deluſions, fatal Miſtakes concerning 
our happineſs, and from vicious and | 
corrupt 
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is corrupt affections; to have our minds 

f more and more enlightened in the 

. knowledge of the moſt important 

fo Truths, and formed to a Reliſh of 

at true Enjoyment; to have our Hearts 

e more and more purified from all ir- 

s | regular paſſions and vicious inclinati- 

e ons; and improved in Love to God 

a and Divine things, and in Brotherly 

d love and Charity: this ſalvation is not | 
e perfected at once; but from ſmall be- | 
Ir ginnings, in the firſt dawnings of Di- | 
it vine Light and Love into the Soul, 1s | 
. gradually carried on and improved, to | 
n its Perfection in the Heavenly ſtate. | 
_ Now; if the Promiſes of Salvation, 
d made to Repentance and Faith, do, | 
il I by no means, imply that the firff affs | 
e of theſe render a man immediate meet | 
e tor Heaven, or ſecure his immediate | 
. entrance into it; even when they come 

e earl, and the moſt ready compliance 

o | is given with the Divine Call“; far 
d leſs, when they come late, in the cloſe 

g of 

d | 0 See above pag. 36. 
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of a bad life; after the ſinner has pre- 
ſumptuouſly, or careleſly, refuſed to 
comply with many repeated Calls of 
God; and thus is hardened in vicious 
habits, grown to an exorbitant pitch, 
and not to be eafily or ſpeedily conquer- 
ed and ſubdued; Sure no one can ima- 
gine any greater Excellency, or Effi- 
cacy, in a late, than in an early Re- 
pentance and Faith : on the contrary ; 
an early and ready compliance with 
the Call of the Goſpel, may natural- 
ly be ſuppoſed to carry a man further 
towards Heaven, than a late and re- 
luctant one. Now ; it is certainly 
one thing, to ſay, to a man in Life, 
4 Repent and Believe in Chriſt now ; 
« an 1 u ſhall be ſaved; and ſhall 
© come * Heaven at la, by a Life 
« of Holineſs;“ and quite another 
thing to ſay, if you Repent and 
«© Believe at any time, however late, 
«© you ſhall be ſaved, and go to Hea- 
ven directh, even without a Life 
„of Holineſs.” I ſay, now; and to 

a man 
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i a man in Li: for, let it be carefully 
attended to, in the 

s 3d place: That, as all the Calls of 
) the Goſpel to Repent and Believe, are 
| to do ſo now, without any delay; and 
the encouraging Promiſes of Salvation 
enforcing them, are only made to a 
preſent compliance: ſo theſe Calls and 
Promiſes are always addreſſed to men 
in Life; and never once, in the whole 
tenor of Scripture, to dying men. 
This may, at firſt view, be greatl 
ſurpri⁊ ing to many: but the Fact is 
certain; that there is no one inſtance, 
in the whole Scripture, of ſuch ad- 
drefſes as theſe, «© Repent, and turn 
from all your tranſgreſſions, and fo 
'* iniquity ſhall not be your ruin ;” 
or © Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
«© and thou ſhalt be ſaved; ever be- 
ing directed to a perſon on a death-bed, 
or in viſible danger of death: but 
theſe Calls and Promiſes are always 
addreſſed to perſons in Life, and like- 
ly to continue for ſome time an life ; 
and who may, therefore, have _ 

an 


| 
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and opportunity, to carry on and im- 
prove the good work, begun by their 
ready compliance. We read of :»e 
perſon, indeed, (A#s xvi. 31.) to 
whom the great Call of the Goſpel, 
enforced by the great Promiſe of it, 


was ſucceſsfully addreſſed ; who, a 


little before that, had been in an im- 
mediate danger of dying, by his own 
hand too: but that danger was quite over, 
before this addreſs was made to him : 
nay, before he conceived, or expreſ- 
fed, any concern about the matter. 
Now, this obſervation I am upon 
might alone, methinks, go a great 
way towards being deci/ive in the whole 
Argument now under conſideration. 
If the Call of the Goſpel to Repent 
and Believe, with the promiſes ot 
ſalvation to the Penitent and Believers, 
were ever, in Scripture, addreſſed to 
dying men; they might be reckoned 
to imply, in theſe inſtances, a Promiſe 
that by ſome extraordinary and mi- 


raculous Grace, they ſhould be made 


immediately meet for Heaven, and 
| have 


22 
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have an immediate entrance into it : 
and yet, the/e inſtances could not be 
drawn into a precedent, without a plain 
Divine warrant for it : but as theſe 
Calls and Encouragements are con- 


ſtantly, and only, directed to men in 


life ; the moſt that they can imply is, 
an aſſurance, upon a preſent compli- 
ance, of their coming to Heaven at 
laſt ; and, conſequently, of their hav- 
ing the time and opportunity, as well 
as the means and aſſiſtances, neceſſa- 
ry tor working out that ſalvation they 
thus enter upon. If fuch perſons rea- 
dily comply with the Divine Call ; 
they may have a probable view of time 
to ait the good work begun, from 
the ſtate of their health: a ſtronger 
aſſurance of it, from the goodneſs and 
conſiſtency of the Divine conduct; 
whoſe very calling of men to enter 
upon a work, which in its nature is a 
work of time, implys that, upon their 
ready compliance, He will give them 
time for it: an abſolute aſſurance, 


from the Promiſe of Salvation itſelf ; 


which - 
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which muſt include a promiſe of what- 
ever is neceſſary, for carrying on, 
and completing it. All this, it is plain, 
cannot afford the leaſt encouragement 
to any ſinner, to hope to get to Hez- 
ven, by any Repentance, or Faith he 
can have, at the cloſe of a bad life; 
when he can have no opportunity to 
work out that ſalvation, which is on!) 
begun, even by the moſt ſincere and 
the moſt early Repentance and Faith. 
And let us take this along with us; 
in the | | 
4th place: That the Repentance 
and Faith, to which the promiſes of 
Salvation are made, are plainly de- 
ſcribed, in Scripture, to be ſuch, 35 
actually and in fact are the real be- 
ginnings of a holy and good life: ſo 
that no Faith and Repentance which 
any ſinner can have at the cloſe of a bad 
life, can come up to theſe deſcriptions. 
If we advert to a variety of paſſages, 
concerning that Repentance and Faith 
to which the promiſes of Salvation are 
made; I may fay, all the paſſages 
Where 


where their nature and influence is 
any way explained or deſcribed ; we 
ſhall find them deſcribed to be ſuch, 
25 not only would produce a Holy life, 
it there was opportunity for it; but 
afually de produce it: and the reaſon, 
may be obvious; becauſe the neceſſa- 
ry meetneſs and preparation for the 
enjoyments of a ſtate of perfection, 
does not arife from what a man would 
, in obedience to God and Chriſt, if 
he had opportunity; but from what 
ne atually does; not from thoſe im- 
provements he would attain to, but 
om what he a&ually attains this way. 
Particularly; that Repentance, to 
which the promiſes of Pardon and Sal- 
vation are made, is never deſcribed as 
conſiſting in meer Sorraw for ſin, how- 
ever deep or bitter; nor is Sorrow ſo 
much as declared to belong to it, for” 
iſcif, but rather preparatory to it, 
nd requiſite as ſubſervient to the fur- 
ther purpoſe, of the Reformation and 
mendment of heart and life, in which 
F true 
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true Repentance lies: remarkable, 
to this purpoſe, is that paſſage of the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. vii. 9 11. Now 
* I rejoice, not that ye were mad: 
« ſorry, but that ye ſorrowed unto 
« Repentance, for godly ſorrow 
«© worketh Repentance, &c.” therefore, 
Sorrow itſelf is not Repentance ; but, 
even when it is moſt ſincere, 1s only 
introduQtory to it; and Repentance 
itſelf lies in that amendment, which 
a truly godly ſarrow works. Another 
man's grief and inward pain can, of 
itſelf, be no pleaſure to a good and 
2 heart: and can that of 1t- 
elf, be acceptable to God, which 
can be no pleaſure to any good man ? 
furely, God, who defires our happi- 
neſs, can have no pleaſure in our pain 
or grief; but only ſo far as it is necel- 
fary, and of influence, to make us 
truly better. The occaſion of the 
miſtake of many, concerning this 
matter, ſeems to be this : in the com- 


mon acceptation of the word, a mz! 
| 


a 
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, is ſaid to repent of that which he is 
e grieved for having done; though that 
w grief has no further effect: but, with 
whatever propriety this may be called 
to | repenting in common ſpeech (though 
* no man would believe, that one is 
e, heartily ſorry he had wronged him, if 
ut, be goes on to injure him till ; and 
ily Y does not, in his after- conduct, do him 
ice good offices, if he can:) however, ſuch 
ich a fruitleſs ſorrow is not Repentance, 
her in a Religious ſenſe ; not that Repen- 
of | tance which the Goſpel requires, and 
and to which it promiſes pardon and ſalva- 
u- tion; which, in all the deſcriptions of 
nch it, is declared to have its finiſhing and 
an? proof in actual Reformation and A- 
ppi-mendment; and to be ſuch as actual 
pan ly produces newneſs of life. I might 
cehadduce numerous paſſages of Scripture . 
c vu} to this purpoſe: but theſe plain ones 
may ſuffice. Says the Lord, by the 
thi Prophet, J. i. 16. Waſh ye, 
dom“ make you clean, put away the evil 
mal © of your AL fo do 
| 2 eva, 
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& evil, learn to do well, & c.“ and lviii. 


5 ——7, 4 Ts this the faſt that I have 
„ choſen ? a day 
« bis foul, &c. is not this the faſt that 
% Thave choſen ? to looſe the bands if 
& wickedneſs, &c. is it not, to deal 
thy bread to the hungry,” &c. Again, 
Ezek. xviii. 27. true Repentance is thus 
_ defcribed ; When the wicked man 
& turneth away from his wickedneſs 
« that he hath committed, and dt 
« that which is lawful and right, he 


“ ſhall fave his ſoul alive :” and, «| 
greeably to this deciſion, the exhorts-| 


tion is, verſes 30, 31. © Repentand 


* turn from all your tranſgreſſions ;| 
« ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin: 


„% caft away from you all your trans. 
* greſſions and make you 
* new heart and a new ſpirit, for why 
% will ye die?” In like manner, 
xxxili. T4, 15. If the wicked run 
&«& from his fin, and do that which i 
« lawful and right” if he * walk it 
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« ting iniquity ; he ſhall ſurely live, 
« he ſhall not die.“ And, in the fol- 
lowing context, God puts the equity 
of His procedure upon hi, footing 3 
in oppoſition to thoſe who ſaid, the 
way of the Lord is not equal. When 
Jahn the Baptiſt, our Lord's fore-run- 
ner, preached Repentance, for the 
torgiveneſs of ſins, this was his exbor- 
tation, Matt. in. 8, 10. Bring 
&« forth fruits meet for Repentance : 
"- ==—every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
« caſt into the fire: u hich the Apo- 
ftle, 47s xxvi. 20. expreſſes without 
2, figure, when he ſays, that he 
* ſhewed firſt unto them at Dama/- 
cus, and at Jeruſalem, and through- 
out all the coaſts of Fudea, and 
** then to the Gentiles, that they 
* ſhould Repent, and turn to God, 
and do works mect for Repen- 
tance.” And £pb. iv. 22:—24. 
He thus deſcribes true Repentance ; 
* That ye put off, concerning the 
3 for- 
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« former converſation, the old man, 
«« which is corrupt according to the 
« deceitful luſts: and be renewed in 
« the ſpirit of your mind : and that 
« ye put on the New man, which af- 
« ter God is created in righteouſneſs 
« and true holineſs.” 

In like manner; that Faith in Chriſt, 
to which the promiſes of Salvation are 
made, is not a meer efſent to any doc- 
trines; nor a confident reliance on the 
mercy of God of the merits of Chriſt, 
without complying with the terms of 
the divine mercy in Chriſt Jeſus: 
but, is ſuch a receiving of Chriſt for 
our Saviour and Lord, as ſubjeas the 
foul to his Government ; gives Him 
the rule in the heart; and leads on 
obedience to His laws, in the courſe 
of the life: it is deſcribed to be ſuch 
a faith, as puriſies the beart, and work- 
eib by love; as I have already ſhewn 9 
it is the principle of a Holy and Diviue 
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life. Gal. ii. 20. I live, ſays the 
« Apoſtle, by the Faith of the San 
« of God?” and Heb. x. 38. The 
& juſt ſhall live by Faith: and 2 Cor. 
v. 7. © we walk by Faith.” Our 
bleſſed Saviour's gracious invitation, 
Matt. xi. 28, 29. is, Come unto 
« me all ye that labour and are hea- 
« yy laden, and I will give you reſt ; 
« take my yoak upon you and learn of 
* me, for I am meek, and lowly in 
„% heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto 
« your ſouls.” And Jo. xv. 1 5. 
He repreſents it as the genuine proof 
of our being engrafted in Him, as the 
true Vine, by a true and lively Faith; 
that we Bring forth much fruit; i. e. 
do much good. 

Now ; if that Repentance and 
Faith in Chriſt, to which the promiſes 
of Salvation are made, are plainly 
deſcribed to be fuch as au ly are 
the real beginnings of a Holy and good 
life ; can ſuch deſcriptions poſſibly a- 
gree to any Repentance and Faith a 
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dying finncr can have in the cee of a 
bad life? whoſe Repentance, perhaps, 
amounts to no more. than a cold, or, 
at moſt, a warm and paſſionate, GC 
have mercy upon me ;, at beſt, is a meer 
fruicleſs /orrow and regret ; tho”, per- 
haps, rendered more paſhonate, by his 
reſent ſtrong tertor, and feerful lyoking 
whoſe Faith, like 
that of Devils, is a meer aſſent to Di- 
vine truths with trembling 3 or, per- 
haps, ſo cold an aſſent as not even to 
be attended with trembling ; or ſuch 
a confident reliance on the mercy of 
God, or merits of _ Chriſt, as may 
more juſtly be called preſumption / In 
fine; ; in the 
5th place : When once men, by 
ſincere Repentarce and unfeigned 
Faith, are engaged in a Chrittun 
carl the conftant ſtrain of, the ex- 


hortations.of the Apoſtles to them , 
not only to perſevere, but to: improve 


in Holineſs. The calls to Repent and 


Believe are conſtantly addreſſed, in 
tlie 
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the Goſpel, to thoſe who were not 
yet converted to Chriſtianity, nor had 
taken on the Chriſtian Profeſſion: but 
to Chriſtians, the exhortations run 
perpetually on walking in newneſs of 
life, and working out their own ſalvati- 
an the Epiſtles to Chriſtians, who had 
already Repented #nd Believed, are 
full of the moſt preſſing Exhortàtions 
to all virtue, and poſitive improve- 
ment in every thing praiſe-worthy ; 
and conſtantly inculcate the indiſpenſi- 
| bleneceffity of a Holy and good Life: 
not, to Believe in Chrift ; but to walk 
in Him, as they had received Him: 
not, to Repent ; but to make progreſs 
in Holineſs, and go on to perfection: 
not only, to be fledfaft and unmoveable 
but always abounding in the work of 
the Lord; as knowing that, in this 
way and courſe, their Jabour 7s not in 
vain in the Lord. | 

Put all that has been ſaid upon this 
Head together : and it will be abun- 
dantly evident; that there is no ore 


Tx Promiſe, 


« from the Abſolute Neceſſit 
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© Promiſe, in the whole word of 
God, that gives the leaſt encou- 
cc ragement to the hopes of thoſe who 
6 go on in a ſinful courſe to the cloſe 
„ of their lives: and that the Pro- 
& miſes of Salvation made to Repen- 
& tance and Faith in Chriſt, afford no 
4 manner of exception to this Aﬀer- 
« tion; nor do, in the leaſt, derogate 
of a 
« Holy Life to the Happineſs of Hea- 
« ven.“ It is, certainly, one thing 
to ſay, to men in life, 4 Repent now, 


«© and turn to God through Jeſus F 


« Chriſt; and He will afford you 


4e both ny and Grace to 
« work out your Salvation; and, 5 8 * 
| 


&«& a courſe of Holineſs, 
&« come to Heaven at 


you ſha 


quite another thing to ſay, to a «j- 
Ing Sinner, © Repent and Believe in 
&« Chriſt, and you ſhall go directhy to 
5 Heaven ;”* or, to ſay to any man, 
tc if you Repent and Believe at ary 
time, it ſhall avail to your Salva 

| 66 on; 
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te on; even tho? it be ſo late, that 
„you have no opportunity to <vork out 
te that Salvation, which the true 
« Chriſtian only enters upon by the 
« Hrft as of the moſt ſincere Faith 
« and Repentance.” Neither of the 
two laſt can I find faid in the whole 
Goſpel. | 

But, perhaps it may be aſked here; 


« what then, if a ſmcere Penitent 


« and Believer dies immediately? ſhall 
© he not go to Heaven? or, ſhall 
« any be Damned, who ſincerely Re- 
« pent and Believe on Chriſt ?”? But, 
it 15 plain there can be nothing ſtraite- 
ning in this fa poſed Difficulty ;- if 
* there is no Fes reckon that the 
Caſe ſupp fra ever happens in fat : 
which there is not: on the contrary; 
there is good ground, from the Diffe- 
rent, but perfectly Conſiſtent, parts 
of the tenor of the Goſpel, to be =» 
tisfiec, that it never does happen,” 
the one hand; ſalvation is — D 
all who truly Repent and Believe in 
Chriſt : 


iQ 
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Chriſt: on the other hand; à Holy, 
Lite is plainly declared to 74 abſo- 
lute Y, neceſſary, and is in the nature 
e thing neceſſary, to make us 
meet for the Heavenly bliſs: there- 
fore, we may clearly conclude ; that 
all who Repent and Believe unto Sal. 
vation, do it fo early; that, by the 
care of Divine Providence, they have 
opportunity afforded them for im. 
proving and carrying forward the g 
work thus begun ; nor are any, accord- 
ing to the declared tenor and Def.gn 
of the. Goſpel, ſaved another way. 
nd, it is only on, this footing, that 
e truth of the common ſaying can 
be maintained; that, rue Repentance 
74 never tos lake; ; namely, becauſe it i 
always early : from whence it plainly 
follows; that, late Repentance is, not 
only ſeldom, but never true. _ 
Bat ſtill it may be alledged ; that 
though. there are no Promiſes of Salva. 


tion, to the late Repentance of one 


who g9e50n in a ſinſul courſe to the lait 
i not 
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nor that are contrary to the neceſſity 
of a Holy Life in order to the N. 
pinels of Heaven; yet there are In- 
fiances to the Contrary : or, at leaſt, 
there is Oue Inſtance, of a ſinner ac- 
cepted at laſt, and admitted to the 
Happineſs of Heaven, upon a Re- 
pentance in his dying moments ; who 
had a/l bis, life, *till then, gone on in 
a vicious. and profligate courſe : and 
what bas been, may be again. In op- 
poſition to this allegation, I undertake 
io make good; in the 2 
Sixth place: That there is no 
& one 1 recorded in Scripture, 
of that Repentance being accepted 
* of God, or availing to an entrance 
into the Heavenly bliſs, which was 
deferred to the laſt; or, had its be- 
** ginning only in the cloſe of a bad 
6c LL EL | 
To many I am: ſenſible, it will ap- 
pear a very great Paradox, to aflert ; 
hat there is not one Inſtance, to be 


depended 
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depended upon, of any man's being 


accepted of God, or received into 
the happineſs of Heaven, upon a Re- 
pentance deferred to be la. Ac- 
cording to the common opimon, and 
in the judgment men make in Cha- 
rity (as they reckon) concerning per- 
lons, when they are dead, who have 
gone on all their life in a vicious courſe, 
there are @ great many ſuch Inſtan- 
ces : and were the accounts we have 
oft times delivered to us, with the 
Concluſions drawn from them, to 
be depended upon; we might be in- 
duced to think, that the Heaven) 
manſions were hardly more filled with 
any ſett of men, than with thoſe a- 
bandoned wretches who, after going 
on all their lives in a loofe and flagiti- 
ous courſe, are at laſt brought, by 
their flagrant crimes, to a violent and 
ignominious death ! that the Heaven- 
ly City was greatly made up of ſuch, 
as are unfit for, and unworthy of, any 
| Society 
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Society upon Earth! But, it is not 
traditionary Inſtances, which we, or 
others, may form, by our good opi- 
nions or hopes, that we are to be 
ruled by, or take 8 


from; but only Scriptural inſtances, 
which have the warrant of Divine 
Authority to ſupport them. I would 
not be raſh or forward, to check or 
reſtrain our having as good opinions 
and hopes concerning our neighbours, 
when they are gone, as we can enter- 
tain, in a conſiſtency with the plain 
declarations of God's Word and Goſ- 
pel : but I muſt obſerve, that the 
main Uſe of the exerciſe of our Cha- 
rity, in entertaining à good Opinion 
of our neighbours, is towards thoſe 
with whom we ve and converſe ; and 
as for the Dead, with whom we are 
to have no further intercourſe, there 
is no Neceſſity of our paſſing any 
Judgment concerning them at all; 
ſo that, if we cannot, agreeably to 
the Rules and Denunciations of Scrip- 

ture, 
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ture, pronounce favourably concern- 
ing them, we may let them alone, 
and leave them to the Judgment of 
God; and, being too forward to ex- 
preſs good hopes concerning them, oft 
times proves very pernicious to the 
living; by hardening them in thei: 
evil ways; and hindering one of the 
beſt and moſt neceſſary offices of Cha- 
rity. towards them, our uſing the moſl 
faithful endeayours to reſcue them ou 
of the moſt dangerous ſnare. 
Now, this aflertion, ““ that there 
ce 15 no inſtance, in Scripture, of a 
& ſinner admitted to Heaven, upon 
« a Repentance not begun till his 
& laſt moments; being a Negative, 
it is properly incumbent upon thoſe 
who maintain the contrary to bring 
forth their inſtances, and to ſupport 
them; and the Negative admits of 
no other proof, than by examining 


any Inſtances that may be adduced, 
and ſhowing that they are not to the 


purpoſe for which they are _ 


| 
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if this be clearly dene, the point un- 
dertaken muſt be reckoned ſufficient- 
ly proved. | 
There is but one Inſtance, that can 
be pretended to be brought from 
Scripture, “ of a ſinner ſaved at laſt, 
* and upon a Repentance never be- 
« gun 'till his dying moments.” For, 
whatever may be alledged from the 
Paſſage in Mat. xx. 1.——16. that 
paſſage is plainly a Parable, and is not 
related as matter of fact: a Parable, 
concerning which it is far from being 
certain, that it refers to the calling of 


particular -perſens to Repentance, at 


different periods of their lives; but it, 
more probably, relates to the Calling 
of the Gentiles into. the Church of 
Cod, in the latter age of the world; 
and of ſeveral nations, in different pe- 
riods of time, to equal privileges and 
advantages with the Jews, the anci- 
ent people of God: and, even ſup- 
poſing it did relate to the Calling of 
particular perſons, at different times 

of 
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of their lives, to the ſervice of God; 
it gives encouragement only to thoſe, 
who comply with the fir/? Call given 
them: and, with this one obſervati- 
on, borrowed from an excellent wri- 
ter upon this Argument, I may dif- 
miſs the conſideration of this Para- 
ble : that, even taken in the view laſt- 
mentioned, it is ſo far from giving the 
leaſt encouragement to a late and long 
deferred Repentance; that it ſhows 
nothing more ſtrongly, than the ne- 
ceſſity of obeying the Hr call of God 
to Repent, and of diligence in be 
fervice of God throughout the whole 
remainder of lite afterwards : the Per- 
ſons lateſt called are chid, indeed, for 
ſtanding all the day idle; but not in the 
vineyard, the Church; but in the 
market-place, which repreſents the 
ſtate of thoſe who are without the 
Church and not yet called by the 
Goſpel; for they are repreſented as 
having it to plead, that ns man had 
bired them ; but immediately upon be- 

| ing 
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ing called they comply, and are no 
more idle, but diligent in the ſervice 
of the vineyard : the Parable repre- 
ſents none as refuſing to go into the 
vineyard, when they were hired, or 
neglecting to labour in it afterwards z 
and at laſt rewarded, meerly for their 
{crrow at night for the wilful neglects 
of the whole day: and, therefore, 
affords not the leaſt encouragement 
for the vain imagination, that the 
late ſorrow (falſely called Repentance) 
of a profeſſed Chriſtian, who has 
been an habitual ſinner throughout the 
whole courſe of his hfe, will avail to 
his being an object of the favour 
gas. and an heir of Heaven, at 
alt. 

The only inſtance, then, that can be 
pretended to be hrought from Scrip- 
ture, of a perſon, who had all his life 
gone on in a vicious courſe, being ſa- 
ved at laſt, and upon a Repentance 
nat begun till his laſt moments, is that 
of the penitent Thief, who was cruci- 
fied 
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. fed with our Bleſſed Saviour: fo that, 
if this is plainly ſhown to be 1 in- 
flance of that nature, the careleſs and 
ſecure ſinner muſt be deprived of the 
only reſource he may hitherto have 
imagined remained to him, in the 
whole Word of God, to encourage 1s 
deferring his Repentance to the laſt, 
and yet entertaining hopes of Mercy 
and Salvation. 

For my own part, I inuf frank!) 
declare; ; that when, laying aſide pre- 
judices, I carefully and impartilly 
conſider that whole narrative, as it 
ſtands in the Goſpels ; I can ſee ſo 
little ſhadow of foundation for under- 
ſtanding it as an account of an * ha- 
& bitval ſinner accepted and faved, 
„ upon a Repentance never begun 
ce till his laſt moments; that it has 
often been matter of wonder to me, 
how ſuch a view of it has ever been 
firſt taken up; and not only greedi!y 
fwallowed by the careleſs ſinner, in 
order to the ſoothing of himſelf in his 


Vain 
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vain hopes; but alſo allowed, by ſome, 
who have ſhown the moſt earneſt 
concern to guard againſt ſuch a perni- 
cious abuſe of it. 

It muſt be owned, that, even al- 
lowing that we had here one inftance 
of an habitual ſinner accepted at laſt, 
upon a Repentance in his dying mo- 
ments, who then complied with the 
firſt call to repent; there is a vaſt 
difference betwixt ſuch a caſe, and 
the caſe of a Repentance deliberately 
and preſumptuouſly deferred till then : 
and ſtill there remains enough to be 
faid, and has been juſtly urged oy 
thoſe worthy Divines who have made 
that conceſſion, to ſhew the unſpeak- 
able danger of any other ſinner's taking 
encouragement from this fagular in- 
france, or thinking to draw it into a 
precedent, But theſe things I ſhall not 
repeat ; as to me there appears no oc- 
cafion for them. 

For I cannot help thinking, that 
whoever, without prejudice, imparti- 


ally 


— 


—— — — —_ 


[ 118 “J 
ally conſiders this Narrative, 41 l. 


<< — 


lands, will find no one circumflance in 


it, that gives the leaſt foundation to 
take it for an account of the fir/? re- 


2 pentance of an hitherto hardened ſin- 


ner: and this muſt, in reaſon, be 
reckoned ſufficient, to ſhew, that we 
have here before us no ſuch in/tance a 
is alledged : it is not to be expected, 
nor 1s it neceſſary, that we ſhould 
bring a dire& proof of the negative, 
* that this perſon had not been, in the 
“ former courſe of his life, an habi- 
tc tual ſinner; or, that the account 
% we have here is not of the firſt be- 
% ginning of his repentance : ?* tor, 
if the account here given does not at 
all, far leſs plainly and expreſly, fo re- 
preſent the matter; it is evident, that 
we have here no ſcriptural inſtance ** of 
% an habitual ſinner ſaved at laſt, up- 
« on ſuch a late Repentance.“ Had 
it been intended to give us here one 


inſtance of this ſort; it had been na- 


tural to have related the hiſtory in 
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ſome ſuch manner as this, that this 
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man had been a perſon of a looſe 


and abandoned character, and had 


led a vicious life, till by his crimes 
he was brought to a violent and 1g- 
nominious death; that he continu» 
ed hardened in fin to his laſt mo- 
ments; and then, without any 
other Repentance than rebuking 
his fellow- ſufferer for his inſolenct, 
acknowledging the juſtice. of his 


ſentence, and the innocency of our 
Saviour (for no other are here men- 
tioned) ſaid to Jeſus, Lord, remem- 


ber me when thou comeſi into thy ting 
dom :o“ but it is plain the fact is not 


ſe related: nor is there any thing 


in the whole account before us, to lead 
us to think that this was the fact. Pray 
let us take a plain view of the whole 
narrative, as it may be fairly repre- 
ſented in otber words, than theſe to 


which the tyranny of cuſtom has af- 
kxed fo ſtrange a conſtruction: it 


ſtands thus: „ among other circum- 


« ſtances 
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& ſtances of ignominy, which our 
*' bleſſed Lord ſubmitted to and en- 
* dured, when, for our ſakes, J 
« humbled Himfelf to tbe Death of th: 
* Croſs, this was one; that He 204. 
* numbred with the tranſereſſors ; and 
even diſtinguiſhed by ſuperior « life 
grace, being'crucified betwixt two 
5, thieves: the one of theſe was ſo 
2 hardened a firmer, that, amidſt the 

pain and ignominy he himſelf © 


- <jaftly endured, and in the nearell 


% view of death, he joined with the 
«rude multitude and their leader: in 
* reviling our bleſſed Saviour: e 
other, upon this inſolence, in 2 
*:warm and ſerious manner, ga 
c him a juſt and reafonable rebuke; 
* acknowledging their own guilt and 
« the juftice of their ſufferings, and 


on « declaring the perfect innocency of 


«Jeſus; then, iraerry, to our Savi- 
© our, acknowledged im as Lord, 
* and bum boa ed to be kindly 15 


% membered by His. when he ſhould 


4 come to the poſſeſſion of that Kingdom 
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to which He owned His title: upon 
« which, our bleſſed Lord gracioutly 
« aſſured him, that he ſhould that 
« Jay be with Him in Paradiſe.” 

Now, what 1s there, in all this Nar- 
rative, to lead us to conclude, that this 
perſon had been an habitual ſinner in 
the former courſe of his life, before 
he committed that crime for which 
he was condemned; or that, ſince his 
committing it, he had never repented 
% new? It is not, ſure, his giving fo 
juſt a rebuke to his fellow-ſufferer,tor his 
in gent impiety ! nor his giving ſuch 
an honeſt, teſtimony to the perfect in- 
nocency of our Saviour | nor his mak- 
ing ſuch an honourable acknowledg- 
ment of Him, in the very view of all 
the ignominy of His crofs ; and mak- | 
ing fuch an humble petition to Him! 1 
none of theſe, it 1s hoped, will be 
reckoned among the proper ſymptoms 
and marks of an hitherto hardened f. 
fender: is it, then, that he acknow- 
ledges the juſtice of his ſentence ; and 
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owns that he, and his fellow · criminal, 


in ſuffering as they now did, received 


the due reward of their deeds? But, i; 


ſuch an acknowledgment, in reality, 
a certain mark of a ſinner hithert» 


hardened in vice, and who had nere 


relented till that moment? He is, in- 
deed, ſaid to have been a Thief; and 
to have been guilty of an inſtance of 


Theft, by his own acknowledgment, 


deſerving the gallews (to ſpeak in our 


"i ſlile) : but he may have been guilty of 


na more than one inſtance of that tort, 
for any thing that is ſaid of him : will, 
now, one inſtance of a crime deſerving 
a violent death prove a man to hav 
been, in the former courſe of his lite, 


an habitual ſinner ; and never to have 


repented, till he is actually brought 
to his execution? Need I rake into 
the aſhes of the dead, and bring pon 
the field the names of eminent Saint,, 
who are ſet before us as Patterns with 
regard to the main of their conduct; 
who, yet, were ſo far left of = 
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E 
(for their own trial and humiliation , 
and for our warning) as to be guilty 
of particular inſtances of crimes much 
worſe, and of a more complicated 
nature, than any thing that appears, 
in the ſcr pture-7,1rrative, to be laid 
to the charge of this poor man ? Such 
inſtances are ſufficiently known ; and 
are to be remembered as awful warn- 


ings, let him that ſtandeth take heed leſt 


he fall 


But it may be alledged, that the 


Fyangeliſts (Matt. xxvii. 44. and Mar, 


xv. 32.) repreſent this man as joining, 
at firſt, with his fellow criminal, in 
reviing our bleſſed Lord; though 
afterwards, it would ſeem, he relen- 
ted: and will not this be owned to 
be a mark of a hardened finner ? this, 


indeed, would look very bad, was it 
plein that the expreſſions of the Evan- 


geliſts were to be ſo underſtood : but 
this is far from being the caſe. It is 
an obvious and juſt rule, for under- 
ſtanding the paſſages of the Goſpel- 

G 2 hiſtory 
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hiſtory recorded by the Evange! its ; 
«© that, when two, or three of then, 
« relate the ſame ſlory, but ene more 
« particularly and diſtinctly than tue 
<< others; the full account of | is t9 
ce be taken from that ifvang.!;t who 
<« relates it the moſt particulariy and 
& diſtinftly.” Now the very fame 
ſtory, which the two Evangeliſts meu- 
tion in one ſentence (Matthew (ay'ng, 
6 The thieves aiſo, who were cruci- 
& fied with him, caſt the ſame © his 
„ teeth; and Mark, „ They that 
& were crucified with him 1 led 
« him;”) Luke xx11., 39. relates mie 
particularly and diſtinctly thus; Vi 
© of the malefactors—railed on Im, 
© &c,—but the other rebuked him, 
4 &&c.” Nor do the general exprei- 


ſions in Matthew and Mark oblige us 
to think, that the intire fact was any 
other, than as Luke diſtinctly repre- 
ſents it: for it does not appeai to be 
their deſign to ſet forth the number, 

but the character, of the perions ws 
| thus 
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thus infulted our Saviour, amidſt his 
laſt iufferings 3 that he was baſely in- 
ſulted ty perſons of all characters, not 
excepting even fuch as were crucifed 
with Him, and fuffered juſtly while 
He ſuffered innocently, one of whom 
like ite upbraided Him, but was juſt- 
ly reproved by the ether, as the Evan- 
gchiſt Luke particularly relates. And 
it is obſerved to be no u tal thing, 


in the thie of the Evangehtt Matthew, 


whom ark tor che moſt part, fol- 
'ows and abridges, that when two 
| perſo:r15 are joined together, and one 
of wem ſpeaks as in the name of 
both, what he ſays is ſaid to be ſpoken 
by theſe perſons; as we ſometimes ex- 
picts it, “they ſpoke fo them. 
prels it, ey ſp among them. 

de that, from a fair and impartial 
view ot this whole Narrative, 

rt. It does, by no means, plainly 
2ppear that this Penitent had ever 
been an habitual (1 f conſi- 
been an habitual ſinner, {or any conſi 
derable time, in the former courſe of 
his lte: there is not one bad thing 
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faid of him, in all the account we 


have in Scripture concerning him, hut 


that he was guilty of an act of Theſt, 
which, by his own confeſſion, defery- 
ed a Capital puniſhment : and he may 
have been guilty but of one act of that 
kind, for any thing that is ſaid, or 
infinuated of him, to the contrary; 

ough ſpeaking of himſelf and his 
fellgw-criminal together, he ſays, they 
te received the reward of their 4-24: ,” 
Expreſſions which it is moſt natural to 
underſtand of the particular ce 
for which each of them were con. 
demned : this alone cannot be rechen 
ed enough to prove, that he had been 
an habitual ſinner in his former che 
might for all that, have been av {4 
Saint, and a very good man in the 
main; and have led a very goo! |! 
in his former days, for the molt pit: 
he may, for any thing we are told. 
have been ſurprized, through weak- 
neſs, or tempted by want, to the crime 


he committed : and have met with 
his 
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his juſt condemnation for the firſt, and 
the only inſtance of it he had been. 
guilty of. | 
2. Even though it plainly appeared, 
that he had been an habitual ſinner in 
his former life; and had run into the 
Capital crime for which he was con- 
demned, as the reſult of a preceding 
looſe and abandoned courſe ; yet we 
have no ground given us to determine, 
that the application he here makes to q 
our bleſſed Lord was the fir/t beginning | 
of his Repentance ; but may as well 
ſuppoſe, that he had begun it long 
before ; ſo as, by this time, to have 
arrived at a great height of piety and 
goodneſs : it may for any thing we are | 
told, have been a long time ſince he 
was guilty of the crime, before he ſuffer- 
ed for 1t; during all which time, he may 
have been going on in a courſe of ſin- 
cere Repentance and thorough Amend- 
ment: and, if it may be fo, for any 
thing we are here told; then it is plain, 
we have no ground here given us 
G4 „ 
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to reckon it was otherways; and 
what other ground can we have for it: 
it the Scripture neither ſays nor hints, 
either, that this man had been an ha- 
bitual ſinner in his former life; nor, 
that. this was the firſt of his Repen- 
tance ; then, it is plain, we have here 
no Scripture-inſtance given us“ of 2 
«* perſon who had gone on all his fte 
© in a ſinful courſe, ſaved at laſt upon 
* a late Repentance:” and, if we 
will take the liberty to ſupply, or add 
to, any paſtage of Scripture, from 
our own fancies, or traditionary pre- 
judices; we may eaſily, that way, 
wwrel?, to our own deſtruction, any pal- 
fages of Scripture whatſoever, even 
the plaineſt and moſt eaſy te be unde 
ſtaod. But, tho? this might ſuffice to tlic 
purpoſe I am upon; and tho* addu- 
cing a direct proof of a Negative is a 
taſk no man can be fairly obliged 0 
undertake ; and, in moſt cafes, im- 
poſſible to be performed; yet, in the 
caſe before us, we may further ob- 
ſerve, 3. That, 
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3. That, even in this ſhort narra- 
tive here given us of the character of 
this Penitent, and of his behaviour in 
his laſt moments, there are not wan- 
ing ſome peſitive mar of ſuch a 


been, till that moment, a hardened 
ſinner: ſo that, not only have we ns hint 
here given us, from which we might 
juſtly conclude, that he had been ſuch 
a one; but we have ſome peſitide evi- 
dences, from which we may, at leaſt 
with great probabilitv, conclude the 
contrary, It has been often ſaid, 
that he now embraced the firſt »ppor- 
unh of acknowledging Jeſus as 
* the true Meſſiab:“ I ſee no evidence 
of this fact: but, if he did ſo, it was 
no more than holy Simeon had done be- 
tore him: and his doing it, in the man- 
ner he did, when that Mg ah was in 
Io low a condition too, is enough to 
| wy, that he was far from being a 
Vevice in Religion; but had attained 
G 5 a high 


ſtrength of virtue, as it is not natural 
to c pet in a new Convert, who had 
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a high pitch of freedom from thoſe 
Vices and Prejudices which oppolc the 
Light. We can obſerve nothing. in 
the whole of his- behaviour, like 
the contritzon, ſorrow or fears, of 
a man conſcious to himſelf that, hi- 
therto, he had been going on in a 
ſinful courſe ; and pierced with the 
convittion that, to this moment he 


was in a moſt dangerous ſtate ; but, 


rather, like the confidence of an in- 
proved ſaint, of a man conicious to 
himſelf that he was in a good ſtat, 


mad been early converted, and had 


brought forth fruits meet for Reben: 
tance long ago: here's no coming tren. 
bling, with the Taylor, and aiking, 
what ſhall I do to be ſaved; no down- 
caſt looks, with the Publican, wo nt 
daring to lift up his eyes to Heaven, 
ſmote on his Breaſt, and cryed, Cd 
merciful to me a ſinner: but, inſtcad ol 
all this, ſuch a confident, tho* humble 
and honourable, application to Chriſ 
as this, Lord, remember me, when vo 
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come ſi into thy Kingdom And in this 
honourable acknowledgment, and 
humble application to our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, amidſt the loweſt circum- 
ſtances of the ignominy of His Croſs, 
he diſcovers ſuch an uncommon 
ſtrength of Faith, and of Virtue and 
Courage added to that Faith, as it is 
by no means natural to ſuppoſe, a 
man who had hitherto been hardened 
in fin and impenitency would. arrive 
at, all at once: he not only Believes 
in Jeſus, but has the courage to make 
an Open Declaration of his Faith in 
Him, as Lord and King; of a king- 
dom net of this World; in which he 
ſhould reckon it his happineſs to be 
remembered, even after his death: and 
all this he does not only when he could 
have no manner of external encou- 
ragement to it; but alſo while «ll 
outward circumſtances, and the tem- 
per and behaviour of all about him, 
tended ſtrongly to diſcourage him from 
u: our bleſſed Saviour was now lifted 


up 
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up upon & Croſs ; diſtinguiſhed by ig- 
nominy and diſgrace ; delivered up to 
the rage and contempt of the people 


mocked by the Gentiles, and deſpiſed 


„ the Jews; one of his own Diſci- 
ples had baſely betrayed Him; another, 
whom He had highly favoured, had, 
with a ſtrange mixture of Cowardice 
before men and Boldneſs with the 
name of God, ſhamefully denied Him 
(a crime far worſe, and of a more 
complicated nature, than any thi 


| Penitent is charged with:) all the reſt 


had forſaken him and fled : when our 
Saviour is thus brought to theſe low- 
eſt circumſtances of abaſement ; % 


man, amidſt all the indignities thrown 


upon Him, openly acknowledges Him 
as Lord and King of the inv 
World : in all which he diſcovers 2 
ſtrength of Faith, Love, and Hea- 


venlineſs of mind; not to be found, 


in the preſent circumſtances of our 
bleſſed Lord, even in any of thoſe Di- 
ciples who had been /ong with Him! and 


AZ 


j 
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as a learned Divine obſerves, “ this 
« poor man ſeems now to have en- 
&« groſſed all Profeſſion of the Faith, 
« and to have made up the whole vi- 
&« ſible Church by himſelf !”? Is this 
like a man hitherto hardened in wic- 
kedneſs ; and who had never begun to 
relent, till this moment? But, 
Enough has been ſaid, and perhaps 
more than enough, to ſhew *© that 
* we have here no inſtance given us, 
« of a perſon faved at laft, upon a 
„% Repentance begun in his dying 
«© moments, who had gone on all his 
© life in a ſinful courſe.” And, if 
the careleſs and ſecure ſinner is thus 
deprived of the only inſtance he could 
pretend to bring, from the whole 
word of God, to ſupport his hopes of 
obtaining Mercy at laſt, upon a late 
Repentance, or dying regret for a 
whole Life ſpent in ſin; let him no 
longer flatter himſelf with ſuch vain 
hopes ; but ſpeedily fly from the wrath 


to 
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to come, by an immediate compliarse 
with the Gall of the Goſpel. 

And now, methinks, I have abun- 
dantly proved, that, as there is no 
one Promiſe, ſo there is no one In- 


ſtance, in the whole Word of God, 


of any Exception to the plain and pe- 
remptory Declarations in the Goſpel, 


of the Abſolute Neceſſity of a Hoh 


Life to the Happineſs of Heaven; ond 
that this Neceſſity is without any re- 


ſerve or exception. I add, in further 


Confirmation of all this, if it can yet 

be thought to need any ; in the 
Seventh, and laſt place; That the 
Conduct of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
His Apoſtles, in Calling Sinners to Re- 
pentance, is perfectly agreeable to this 
Plan, and is abſolutely unaccountat!e 
upon the ſuppoſition, that there is 
any room left, by the Tenor of the 
Goſpel, for a ſinner's being ſaved at 
lat, upon a Repentance and Faith 
not begun till a Dying hour. I mean 
not, now, to ſpeak of the Doctrine ot 
our 
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our bleſſed Saviour and His Apoſttes - 1 


concerning this matter; of which I 


have fully ſpoken, under the preceding 


Heads : but of ſomething, in the Gon- 
duct of their Miniſtry, which is ve- 
ry remarkable to the purpoſe I am 
upon. 

Our bleſſed Lord came not to call the 
righteous, indeed, but ſinners; but 
chen, He came to call them to Re- 
pentance and moſt diligent and inde- 
tatigable He was, in this His great 
work : but, how did he go about it? 


Why, by delivering his moſt import- 


ant Inſtructions, Warnings, and Ex- 
hortations, to multitudes who flocked 
about Him, to attend upon His Mini- 
ſtry; and always to perſons in Life; 
who might begin their Repentance, 
and enter upon a Religious courſe, in 
the reaſonable hopes of making pro- 
greſs in it, and bringing forth fruits 
meet for Repentancc. But, in all the 
the pretty full accounts we have of 
His Perſonal Miniſtry, we never read 

of 
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| þ of His dealing, for this purpoſe, with 
any perſons on a Death-bed, or in 


| ene inſtance that He, who went about 
| doing good, ever viſited any perſon up- 
on a ſick- bed, but to perform a Mi- 
raculous Cure; for which purpoſe too, 
He ſometimes deferred coming, till 
the perſon was dead. And, the like 
|; | may be ſaid of the Miniſtry of his A- 
poſtles; and particularly, of that great 
| Apoſlle, who laboured more abundantly 
' than hey all. 

This conduct muſt, certainly, ap- 
| pear very ſtrange to many; as molt 
inconſiſtent with their common pre- 
judices: and, upon the principles of 
thoſe, who think that a Death-bed 
Repentance 1s ever of avail to Salva- 
tion, it is abſolutely Unaccountable. 
Had this been the Judgment of our 
| bleſſed Saviour, who was in the Beſom 
of the Father, and to whom all thing: 
were delivered of His Father; had it 
been the Principle of His . 

as 


— 


their Laſt moments: nor ſo much as 


1371 
who had the Spirit given them to lead 


them into all truth; that Love and 


Compaſſion to immortal Souls, which, 
in them was ſo pure and fervent, muſt 
have prompted them with a double 
Ardour and Zeal, to lay hold of the 
Laſt opportunity of reſcuing theſe pre- 
cious Souls from Perdition, and bring- 
ing them back to God and to Happi- 
neſs ;- an opportunity, too, that might 
ſeem attended with ſpecial advantages, 
while their convictions of fin were 
deep, and their fears of danger ſtrong ? 
What could hinder the compaſſionate 


Phy/ician from pouring in the balm of 


the Promiſes and Conſolations of the 
Goſpel into ſuch weunded Souls? What 
could hinder the Good Shepherd from 
attempting the recovery of ſuch frayed 
eech? but the knowledge that it was, 


(hen, Labour in vain! Nay, one may 


ve apt to think, that even a convic- 
uon ot 1ts being to xo purpoſe, would 
ſcarce be a ſufficient reſtraint upon the 


compaſſion of a humane heart; was 


not 
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not ſuch fruitleſs tendernefs towards 
the dying alſo judged of pernicious in- 
fluence upon the living, = 

For my own part, the more I think 
upon this Circumſtance, in the Con- 
duct of our bleſſed Saviour and His A- 
poſtles, of the more Weight it appears 
to me in the preſent Argument. And, 

If we lay all that has been ſaid up- 
on it together; methinks nothing is 
wanting to the fulleſt and moſt Abun- 
dant Evidence of this important Prin- 
ciple; ** That a Holy Life is 2%. 
& lutely Neceſſary to the Happineſs 
« of Heaven; nor are any ſaved in 
« any other way than the way of [:li- 
% neſs.” 

From hence a concluſion might na- 
turally be drawn in Honour of Chril- 
tianity z which has ſuch a direct and 
powerful tendency to reſtore the 
Image of God in Man ; to bring mea 


back to the true Perfection of their 
Nature ; to produce the Joys of Con- 
ſcious Virtue and Integrity, and pro- 

- mote 
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mote the Peace and Welfare of Hu- 
man Society. But, this argument, of 
the Excellency and Divinity of our 
Holy Religion, is already fully treated 
by the moſt Excellent Pens. 


Ueox the whole of what has been 
ſaid; how juſtly may we take up a 
Lamentation over the fad ſtate and 
face of Religion in our day! alas! 
how groſly have many Profeſſors of 
Neligion degenerated from the Spirit 
of irue Religion and Original Chriſ- 
tanity; and ſubſtituted in its place, 
2 ſort of Religion and Chriſtianity of 
their own making; which has no in- 
fluence to mend their Hearts, to cor- 
rect their Paſſions, or better their 
ves? How many ſatisfy themſelves 
with a meer Profeſſion of Religion; 
„opt up by a cuſtomary attendance 
upon Ordinances of Worſhip ; or, 
perhaps, a flaming Zeal for their 
own particular Way, or Party? a 
Zeal, ſo far from being a Zeal of 


god 
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good Works; that it is rather of the 
kind the Apoſtle ipeaks of, (Ja. iii. 


16.) as ihe parent of cenfiſien and ve. 


ry evil work. There are many all 
whoſe Religion lies in talking about 
Religion; and even talking about 
things that have little, or nothing, 

to do with real Religion; in douh!- 

ful diſputations and vain Janglings, 

Others plea'e themſelves with a Fan 

ciful and Enthufiaſtical Religion : 
which, having no Influence to bete: 
their hearts and lives, can have 90 
natural, or accountable Influence on 
their Happineſs ; all their Reiigion 
lies in Extraordinary Manife lation, of 
God; not ariſing from an attention to 
the diſcoveries He has given of Him 
ſelf in His Works and by His Word; 
but conveyed into the mind (as they 
imagine, or pretend) in a more Im- 
mediate way: in Enthuſhaftick Rap- 
tures and unintelligible Tranſports ; 

whereby they -are ſometimes ſunk 
inte as e they know: ot 


tor 
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for what reaſon ; at other times rai- 
ſed to ſtrong Hopes and Confidence, 
they know not on what grounds : they 
attain to an aſſurance of their Salva» 
tion; not flowing from comparing 
their Characters and Lives with the 
marks of an Heir of Heaven, plainly 
laid down in Scripture; but, either 
from immediate Revelation, as they 
fancy; or, a ſtrong and preſumptu- 
ous Truſt and Confidence in Chriſt, 
and what He has done; though they 
never receive Him, ſo as to take His 
yoke upon them and /earn of Him. 
And, all the while, theſe rapturous 
impreſſions, and uncommon attain- 
ments, however extraordinary in their 
nature, have not fo much as an er- 
dinary influence to mend their hearts 
and lives: on the contrary, they ſwell 
their Pride; puff them up into a vain 
conceit of themſelves, as diſtinguiſh- 
ed Favourites of Heaven; a Confi- 
dence of the extraordinary Goodneſs 
of their Condition; and a ſupercili- 
ous 
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ous Contempt of much better Chriſ- 
tians, asrbelow their notice or fellow. 
ſhip; like thoſe of old, who ſaid, 
Stand by thyſelf, come not near me, for 
1 am holier than thou. Yea, nothing 
is more common with theſe Enthufi- 
aſte, exalted to ſuch extraordinary 
attainments, than to contemn the Du- 
ties of Social- life, as below their con- 
cern, and no way conducive to the 
working out of their Salvation ; which 
ſome of them will tell you, “ is 
«© wrought out already to heir hand; 
or will be wrought out of courſe, 
without their giving themſelves a- 
% ny trouble. about the matter, if 
« they but Believe and truſt ſtrong- 
% ly:” they Decry the Duties of So- 
Cial-life, under the Name of Morali- 
ty; 2s if that was a name to be uled 


cc 
cc 


in contempt ! while the perfection of 


Moral Excellency is the great Glory 
of God Himſelf; and a conformity 
to Him in it, is the greateſt Dignity 
of our Nature, and the very ag 
| which 
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which it is the great deſign of the 
Mediation of Chriſt to bring us back 


to! How many, in place of that true 


Faith which worketh by Love, have 
ſubſtituted a fort of Faith which con- 
ſiſts in a meer ſpeculative Belief, or, 
perhaps, a regard to a meer form of 
words, without knowing the meaning 
of them; or a preſumptuous and 
vain Confidence ; a Faith, which has 
7 influence on their Hearts and 
lives; which worketh not at all, un- 
less it be as a Charm! How many, in 
place of that Repentance from dead 
works, which is the beginning of a 
Holy and good life, a Repentance 
net to be repented of, but ſhewing it- 
ſelf in bringing forth fruits meet for 
repentance; have ſubſtituted a fruitleſs 
Regret, which works no Amendment 
at all; and which they even conſider 
as a thing Indifferent what time it 
comes, provided it be before they ex- 
pire, even at the cloſe and concluſi- 
eon of a whole life ſpent i ſin! This, 

| this, 
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to be neceſlary. 
alone can effectually reach the IIcarts 
of all men, would awaken deluded 
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this, is One main cauſe, why many 
deal in the matters of Religion with 
a flack hand. And, indeed, when 
men once come to look. upon Religi- 
on as a thing quite abſtract from the 
condut? of tife, and having ne Hatural 
influence to improve us and make us 
meet for true happineſs ; but only 
ſome hew made neceſſary to the hap- 
pineſs of the other world; if they ima. 
gine it a thing only neceſſary againſt 
they come to die, and for ſecuring the 
Happineſs of a Future Life; bu 
way belonging to the Conduct o 

5 life, or our gradus 
Improvement 1 in a Reliſh for the bet 
Enjoyments; no wonder they put 
off all concern about it to that tin, 
againſt which alone they apprehend it 
O that God, who 


ſinners out of this thoughtleſs ſccur!- 
ty; and reſcue them from ſuch a Jan- 
gerous ſnare | 


Ot 
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Of a piece with the reſt of the 


groſs practical Errors of many concer- 
ning Religion, 1s the Uſe they make 
of -the Miniſtrations of thoſe who are 
the Miniſters of it. How many ne- 
ver knew any Uſe of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel all their days; but that 
he ſhould mount his Pulpit at the 
ſtated times, and perform the uſual 
Exerciſes there; and they ſhould ga- 
ther about him, and give their ſuit 
and preſence; but without attending 
to any thing he ſays, either in Pray- 
ing or Preaching, or minding 1t as of 
any great Importance to them ? they 
had ne w/e for his Aſſiſtance all their 
Life, to inſtruct them, or excite them 
to their Duty, to correct their mit- 
takes, or direct them to amend their 
faults; or, in a word, to do them any 
a ſervice. But—is a New-born 
Child weak ? does mercy (ever to be 


preferred to facrifice) forbid bringing 


i to the Publick ? why, then a Mi- 
nifter muſt be got, in all haſte, to 
| H perform 
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perform a certain Ceremony upon it, 
which they call Chriftening it: what 
it means, they know not; but the 
thing mi be dane, not for the Inſtruc- 
tion of the Parents, but to Save the 
Infant from Hell! „ and what 
* cruel man muſt he be, who wil 
* grudge his travel for /uch à pur 
© poſe, when a few words of hi 
*© mouth and motions of his hand will 
do the buſineſs ?” Strange, that 
ever men, under the advantages ot 
the Light of the Goſpel, ſhould have 
ſunk into ſuch Notions of God and 
Religion! Again; how many, who 
never knew one reaſonable Ute of 4 


 Minifter's aſſiſtance al! their days, 


Nay, have often treated ad his Wat. 
nings fo flee om the wrath t cont 


with the moſt hardened Contempt: 
Jets when Death ſtares him in the 
ace (or, when the like carnal and 
careleſs friends about them apprehend 
them to be at the 1% gaſp) they 
think they are quite ruined, if the 


have 


[147] 
have not a Miniſter by them in their 


loſt moments; but perfectly /afe, if 


they have his Prayers over them when 
they are juſt expiring : and therefore, 
then (and, for ſavin 1 trouble, 
wt till then) muſt a Miniſter be call- 
ed, in all haſte! and for what pur- 
poſe? to inſtruct them, or awaken 
them; to direct, or adviſe them t 
no; they are evidently paſi all that: 
for what purpoſe then? why, to 


Comfort them: but, alas ! what Comfort 


can we give to a dying Sinner in his 
laſt moments; unleſs we will venture 
to /p-ak peace, where God has ſpoke 
none; and fend a poor creature a/lcep 
and ſecure, or with peace and ſafety in 
his mouth, to a terrible awakening ? 
not to ſay, that he is then even paſt 
receiving Conſolation from us, if we 
had any to give him: for what, then, 
are we called? why, to pray over him, 
or, as many very groſly expreſs it, to 
pray to bim] what is this, but turn- 
ng our Miniſtrations and Prayers into 

H 2 Charms J 
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| ' 
. | Charms! to ſeek them with as much 
[| ſuperſtition, and to as little reaſonab!, 
| purpoſe, as the poor deluded Papiſty 
[1 | ſeek Extreme - Unction ! as if we carr 
18; ed a Paſs-port to Heaven in our Pu 
bi kets; or could open its Gates to a chin 
007 | ſinner by our Breath! 
bo | Nay, were Miniſters even calledff 
| ſooner, than they commonly are, to 
| ſinners on a death-bed; it would no 
much mend the matter. I have al 
ready ſhewn, © that the great Call 
of the Goſpel to Repent and he- 
% heve in Chriſt, with the encour:may ; 
„ging Promiſe of Salvation enfor-W* 9 
« cing it, are conſtantly addreſſed. 4% 
| * by inſpired Preachers, to men ſ* an. 
| « life; and never, in the whole \Vordapne: 
| « ,of God, to dying men: and, thlffſis con 
| * our bleſſed Saviour, and His Apolſpreju: 
tles, in calling Sinners to RepentFWatior 
e ance, are never repreſented as deeaſor 
„ ing with any perſons, for this puſs a pl 
M *© poſe, in their dying moment; nor Monat 
there any one Precept, to the 5 act. 
| 66 nunter 
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N niſters of Religion, either under 
e the Old Teſtament or the New, to 
ol 2ddrefs ſuch Exhortations and Pro- 
„ miſcs to the Dying, more than to 
. the Dead.“ 
Now; if there is neither Precept 
nor Example, in Scripture, ftor-Jay- 
ed ing, to any Perſon on his Death-bed, 
WH Repent, and iniquity ſhall not be 
ot. your ruin; or, “ Believe on the 
I Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhall 
al be ſaved:“ the Concluſion may be 
©Fobvious enough, however ſtrange. it 
may appear 3 © that, on ns warrant 
« of Scriptures can we ſay, to any 
0 dying /inners, Repent and Believe, 
“ and You ſhall be Saved.” This may 
appear ſtrange to many; becauſe it 
s contrary to common opinions, and 
prejudices taken up without any foun- 
ation; and not from any thing un- 
caſonable in the thing itſelf : but, it 
JF a plain Concluſion, from an unqueſ- 
onable Obſervation of mat ter of 
Fd We may, indeed ſay to them, 
eſs H 3 that 
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that © to Repent as they can is the 
«© beſt thing they can then. do; 2 
« thereby they may do ſome ſmall 
Honour to God and His Law, and 
« may, this way, give ſome charitz- 
« ble Warning to . Friends, 
not to tread in their Steps :” nay, 
ve may further, from the Nature of 
. the thing, and the general Evidence 
of the Mercy of God, ſay, that * i! 
«© ſhall be more tolerable for them, if 
* they die Relenting, than if they di 
« hardened in wickedneſs :”* but, that 
is all the length we can go: there is 
no Promiſe, no Hope, of Salvation g- 
ven them by the Goſpel. 

Viſiting the Sick, fo as to Minſter 
help to them in their diſtreſs, is, in- 
deed, - a common Act of Mercy, and 
Chriſtian Charity; and will come in. 
to the Account of the great Day f: 
but there is nothing in it pecy/ v7 to 
the Office of Miniſters of the Gospel; 
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for, in all the inſtructions concerning 
our Miniſtrations (which, bleſſed be 
God, we have pretty Full and Parti- 
cular, eſpecially in the Epiſtles to T:- 
mthy and Titus ) there is not one Sylla- 
ble concerning our attending on Male- 
factors to a Gibbet; or attending on 
any perſons in their laſt moments nor 
any mention of viſiting perſons on a 
Sick-bed at all; except that Direc- 
tion F, plainly peculiar to the Age of 
Miracles, of the Elders of the Church 
being called, to anoint with oil in the 
name of the Lord, in order to a mira- 
culous Cure by the Prayer of Faith. 

If all this is plain Fact, it is very 
remarkable; as it runs quite croſs to 
the Opinion, too common among us, 
„ that the great uſe of Miniſters to 
People is in their ; ing moments 
tor, from theſe obſervations it plainly 
follows, that, as to all this matter, 
of attending upon perſons on a ſick 
bed, or in the approach of Death,” 


T Fo. v. 24. 26. | 
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we are left to what the Reaſon of the 
thing, agreeably to the general tenor 
of Scripture-Revelation, may dictate; 
which will ſhew us, that our Afiſt- 
ance may be "oy uſeful, and a moſt 
agrecable part of our Office perform- 
ed, towards dying Saints, while they 
are capable of receiving Inſtruction, 
or Encouragement, from us: thy 
may, in that gloomy bour, ſtand in 
need of all the Aſſiſtance, or Encou- 
ragement, which Miniſters or Chril- 
tian Friends, whoſe minds are more 
at eaſe, can give them, in wreſtling 
with their great and with their 4% 
Enemy; and they will call for our As- 
ſiſtance, while they can make % of 
it: but of what uſe our attendance on 
dying Sinners can be, eſpecially when 
they are paſt hearing any thing we 
can ſay (the ordinary time that we arc 
called, in all haſte, to them) for my 
part, I cannot ſee; unleſs it be, to 
flrengthen the hands of the ſurviving 


wicked, that they ſhould not return from 


thei; 


their 
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their wicked way by promiſing them 
6 (Exel. xiii. 22.) doing what is 
liable to that conſtruction; and 
Sat many will underſtand ſo, not- 
withſtanding all the Cautions we can 
give them againſt putting that con- 

| ſtruction upon it. 
In after-times of the Chriſtan 
Church, indeed ; when Chriſtianity 
began to be turned into a ſet of Forms, 
and Ceremonies, and Charms, inſtead 
of © Living by Faith in the Son of 
« Godz” then, as Superſtition crept 
in, and gave a notable handle to the 
Cove tous defigns of the Clergy, which 
the Hing moments of the Laity were 
lound the fitteſt ſeaſons for accom- 
pliming ; en a great deal of work is 
made about our dealings with perſons 
on a /ick-bed, or a death-bed: and part 
of theſe dealings came to be the turn- 
ng ſome of the ſacred Inſtitutions of 
Chriſtianity, appointed for a ſolemn 
reception into the Church mz/:tant, or 
jar the perfecting LE living g ſaints, in to 
H 5 Charms 
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Charms for the benefit of dying ſn- 
ners, or a paſſport into the Church 
triumpbant; tor thoſe, viz. who had 
money to leave, or their friends enough 
to give, to the Church, 7, e. the Cler- 
gy ; and the turning that extraorJing- 


175 Union, appointed for a mean 6f 


Cure and Recovery, into an ori 
Unction, of perſons whoſe recovery i; 


bh deſpaired of, for the forgiveneſs of jin:; 


a favour only to be obtained by ſincete 
Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, vrt. 
ing by Love and actually producing 

new obedience. | | 
But, we know, the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity already wrought, (2 To It. ) 
even in the days of the Apoſtles, ard 
very early then too : no wonder, ther, 
that it wrought very ſtrongly after. 
wards; ſo as, in proceſs of time, t 
pervert almoſt the whole Religion of 
Jeſus ; and ſubſtitute in the place © 
its genuine Inſtitutions, a ſyſtem « 
Tricks and Charms, contrived to #1 
*trate and make void its main Deßg. 
(! 
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of reſtoring and promoting true Holi- 
neſs and Goodneſs among men. And 
in nothing is the Spirit of Popery more 
conſpicuous, than in thoſe wretched 
arts of ſelf-deceit it leads ſinners to 
truſt to, under the daring attempt of 
impoſing upon Almighty God, by 
certain Compenſations ſubſtituted in 
place of a good Life, and that Holi- 
neſs without which no man ſhall ſee the 
L:rd : ſometimes compen ſations in mo- 
ney, ſometimes in ceremonies and tricks, 
Take along, with theſe arts of cheat- 
ing ourſeives, and 7r:fling with the 

Great God, the turning Chriſtianity 
into a Scheme of Worldly Policy; and 
you have the whole great out-lines of 
the Spirit of Popery: which, by theſe 
incaments, plainly enough appears to 
be the Spirit of Autichr iſi. 

But, to return from this Digreſſion, 
if it may be reckoned one; from all 
that hath been ſaid upon this head, it 
is plain; „ that the buſineſs. of the 
* Minitters of Chriſt is not ſo much 

e with 
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& with dying men, as is too common. 
« ly imagined.” Our buſineſs 1; 
chiefly with men in life and health: 10 
whom, if we can happily perſuade 
them to be reconciled to God, we may 
upon Scripture- warrant, promiſe time 
and opportunity for carrying 9 ile 
good work thus begun. 

And, O! that we could perſuade 
people to uſe our aſſiſtance in time; 
and to improve our Miniſtrations for 


the great and valuable purpoic of 


them! O!] that I might now be ſo 
happy, as to perſuade ſinners effev- 
ally to know, and to mind, 
their day, tbe things that belong to the ir 
Peace! 

It may perhaps be alledged, that the 
tendency of what I have been al: 4- 


in this 


long ſaying, is to drive people to de. 


ſpair. But, whom? If even there 


ſhould be a miſtake in what, I think, 
I have given the cleareſt and fulleſ 
evidence of Scripture for; * tliat 2 
Aying finner is, by the tenor of che 
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« Goſpel, cut off from all hopes of 
Salvation, upon any Repentance 
© he can have in his laſt moments :”? 
the driving of dying ſinners to deſpair, 
is not ſo great a harm as it may be 
apprehended ; at leait, it can be no 
laſting one: if God, by any ſuch ex- 
trarrdinary way (as I think the Goſ- 
pet excludes) has made them meet 
for the Heavenly bliſs; certainly none 
ſhall! be excluded from it, meerly for 
having, in the Agonies of a death- 
ved, deſpaired of it, if he is not, in 
other reſpects, a veſſel of wrath fitted 
fer deſtruction. | 
But, as the tenor of the Goſpel | 
leaves no room for the expectation of 
ſo extraordinary a change then; cer- 
tainly, for thoſe who have, all their 
lives, gone on ſecurely in a ſinful 
courte, and hardened their hearts a- 
zainſt all God's gracious Calls and en- 
conraging invitations; for ſuch, I ſay, 
to dee in Deſpair, is better, both for 
themſelves and others, than that they 
ſhould 


— —— — 
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ſhould die in preſumptuous Haben fir 
| better, for multitudes of ſarviving fin- 


| 

| ners; tf they are happily brought to 2 

|| improve, in time, the awful Warn- oa, 

ing! and even better for themſelves ; FE 
as the puniſhment awaiting them muſt 4 


fall with the leſs weight, amid 4 ; 
jt fearful looking for it; than if u,! 2 
| | deſtruction, which they cannot eſcape, 
comes upon them, while they are, 
b vainly, ſaying to themſelves peace and FA 
ſafety, But, ſurely, nothing that ! 
| have ſaid tends to drive any of you to 
| Deſpair, who are in life and heath, I 4 
and who yet hear tbe joyful fours of n 


| mz 

| the Goſpel: though it may be a ne- * 

| ceſſary warning to thoſe who have 7 

gone long, or far, on in a vicious - 

1 courſe; that their caſe is likely to be OY 

| : . ® har 

4 now betwixt Hope and Deſpair ; as * 
X 1 Bl: * 

| they give, or defer, a preſent conpli- * 

j 


ance with the Call of the Goipel. Wy 
But, to a/l of you I can ſay, upon.the 11 
warrant of God's Word and Goſpel, ! * i 
you will vs“ Repent, and turn 

| from 
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% from all your tranſgreſſions, iniqui- 
« ty ſhall not be your ruin:“ if you 
wil! now © Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, and come unto God by 
Him, and enter heartily upon a pi- 
* ous and good life;“ you ſhall have 
your fruit unto holineſs ; ſhall enjoy, 
even here, the preſent fruits of peace 
and pleaſure in all the ways of wiſdom ; 
and your end ſhall be everlaſting Life, 
through Feſus Chrift our Lord, at the 
ſame time, if you refuſe to comply 
with this preſent Call of God, and tri- 
tle away the preſent Opportunity; no 
man on Earth can aſſure you, that it 
ſhall not be your /aft : therefore to-day, 
if you will hear God's voice, harden not 
eu hearts leſt you be irrecoverably 
pardened by the deceitfulneſs that is in 
ſin; and provoke God to paſs an irre- 
\erfivle ſentence againſt you, that you 
mall never enter into His Heavenly 
%% © Behold now is the accepted 
** tinie, not is the day of Salvation.“ 
How long will you delay and put off 


a work 
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a work of the greateſt Labour, and, 
at the ſame time, of the greateſt Im- 
portance and Neceflity ? Have you 
not too long delayed it already ? and 
is it not now high time to ſet about 't 
in good earneſt ? While you may 1 
make ſure of Eternal Lite; r fern 

run the moſt deſperate riſk of loling 
it? It is not à vain thing, Sirs, fo i 
is your Life: Your All is at ſtak- ; 
in the moſt trifling 
manner, play it away? May not 7 
time paſt of your life ſuffice you, more 
than ce you, to have walked in 
ways of folly and vanity; and abvan- 


doned yourſelves to the conduct ot 


deceitful luſts * Can vou too ſoon begin 
a raged life? too ſoon forſake i! 
paths of Darkneſs and Miſery ; 4 


enter upon the ways of light and | er: FE: 


Thoſe ways, in which alone you c- 
know true peace of mind, or the true 
enjoyment of life. 


Why, 
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Why, indeed, ſhould it be neceſ- 
ſary to make uſe of the awful terror: 
of the Lord, to ＋ reve you to your 
preſent happineſs ? uppoſe the Neceſ- 
ſity of a ſpeedy hearkening to Gods voice, 
in order to the happineſs of the other 
world, was not / great as I have 
ſhown it to be: nay, that the way to 
Heaven lay as open by a late Repent- 
oe, as by a oy of Holineſs ; that 
it was as eaſy, as ordinary, to 
come at it the one Fa, as the other : 
vet, what a ſource of quiet and tran- 
quillity, throughout your whole lite, 
wal it be, to reflect, that your 
greateſt and moſt important work is 
not yet to begin, but is happily go- 
ng torward I What pleaſure, joy 
and peace, for the preſent, in a Reli- 
gious and virtuous courſe, do you ir- 
recoverably loſe; ſo long as you deter 
entering upon it; even though you 
was ever fo ſure of ſaving your ſouls 


at laſt! 
It 
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It muſt certainly, ſinners, be ſome 
violent Prejudice againſt the ways at 
Holineſs, ſtruggling with your nati- 
ral Love of Happineſs, that makes you 
put off and delay that Repentance, 
which you own to be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to your eſcaping future miſery, 
and coming to the happineſs of the 
other world : but, how groundleſ(s are 
ſuch prejudices ! God's commandmen!; 
are not grievous : the ſervice of fin is 
the vileſt, and the moſt grievous, {11- 
very ; but the ſervice of God is the 


moſt perfect, and the moſt glorious, 


Liberty: Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and His 
burden is light : wiſdom's ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her pcths 


are peace though there was no f- 


ture happineſs provided for thoſe who 
keep God's Commandments ; there's 
a great enough preſent reward, in ide 
keeping of them, to allure you toit; 
were but your eyes open to diſcen it! 
What are all the pleaſures of fin (were 


for 
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for a ſeaſon) compared to the tran- 
ſcendent delights and ſatisfactions of 
Piety and Virtue! to the Joys and 
triumphs of a ſoul in which unwerſal 
Love reigns, and bears the ſway 
over all other affections and paſſions ! 
a ſoul who, dwelling in Love, dioel- 
leth in Ged, and God in him: who 
feels that delight in Love, and in the 
God of Love; that ſatisfaction in the 
thoughts of God, and in the ſenſe of 
his favour ; that joy in uprightneſs; 
that peace in a good Conſcience; that 
ſatisfaction and tranquillity in a well- 
governed mind, and a well-ordered 
converſation ; which unſpeakably ex- 
ceed all the flattering allurements of 
the world, and the higheſt gratificati- 
ons of ſenſe! 

Are you quite loſt, ſinners, to all 
ientiments of Ingenuity or Gratitude ! 
Can you refuſe your Love one moment 
o the moſt excellent and amiable 
Object? Can you indulge yourſelves 
ene moment longer, in a courſe of In- 
gratitude 
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gratitude to your greateſt Bene fac- 
tor; who, in courting your Love, 
courts you to your own Happinets : 
allures you, by a profuſion of Benc- 
fits, even while you are Rebelling 
againſt Him; and by the proſpect © 
far greater Bleſſings, beyond your 
preſent conceptions; and all, to per- 
ſuade you to that which, in its own 
nature, is Beſt for yourſelves ; 3 has 
the moſt direct tendency to your pre- 


ſent tranquillity, and to the trueſt eu- 


joyment of a preſent life! Have you 
not always found the pleaſures of fin 
mixed and chequered with pain and 
remorſe ? and muſt you not always 
find them ſo, while your Conſcien- 
ces are not ſeared as with a hot iren; 
and even then too, while it is the 
unchangeable nature of irregular pat- 
ſions to give Diſturbance and Diſap- 
pointment? Can, then, thele muddy 
pleaſures of ſin be once worthy to be 
compared with the pure Joys of Di- 
vine Om, and Friendly Affection; the 

tran- 
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tranquillity and ſweetneſs of a pure 
breaſt ; and the Peace of God, which 
paſſeth all under/tanding, keeping the 
heart and mind! Can you deliberate 
one moment, in ſuch a Choice ! If you 
knew God, and had any ſenſe of Hea- 
venly Joys : could you poſſibly fear 
lxving Him, or ſetting your Hearts 
upon them, 790 ſoon ! Reflect ſeriouſ- 
ly on the follies, diſappointments, and 
dangers of your paſt conduct; that 
you may be awakened to -., earneſt 
concern to run no more ſuch deſperate 
riſks : what fruit had ye then in thoſe 
things, wheresf ye are now aſhamed - 
for the end of thoſe things is death. 

But; let not the thought of what 
you have been, and done, drive you 
to Deſpondency ; or make you De- 
ſpair of doing better, or of being Ac- 
cepted of God: ſay not, there is no 
Hope Our God is a merciful God; 
and His grace is ſuſficient for you : there 
is Joy in Heaven cer ane Sinner that 
r-penteth : our compaſſionate Redeem- 

: er 
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er will not break the bruiſed reed, nor ec 
quench the ſmoaking flax: He has de- 0 
clared that him who cometh to Him, He 6 
will in no wiſe caſt out : God is more « 
ready to receive returning Sinners into 46 
favour, than they are to return to « | 
| Him ; yea moſt ready to encourage 6. 
and forward their weak (if ſincere) at- cc 
tempts to return to Him: behold the 6 
true Image of our Heavenly Father, this 

In the Father of the Prodigal, in the ſim 
| Parable, Zuk. xv. obſerving him, in his hol 
return to him, while he was yet a great yo! 
' _ away off, with an eye of compaſſion / Ci 

| | running to meet bim! and recetving von 
him with the moſt endearing tender- laar 
neſs Hear the joyful ſound, ſinners: unt: 

66 #s live, faith the Lord God, I * 

„ have no pleaſure in the death of the 1 
wicked, but that the wicked turn 2 
| © from his way and live: turn ye, ws 
| « turn ye, from your evil ways; for 4 
« why will ye die ??? Hearken to the Ev 
glad tidings brought us by the Apo- E 


itles of our Lord and Saviour: God Arg 


& was 
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as in Chriſt reconciling the world 
« unto himſelf, not imputing their 
« treſpaſſes unto them; and hath 
« committed unto us the word of re- 
© conciliation : now then, we arc am- 
© baſſadors for Chriſt ; as though God 
did beſcech you by us; we pray 
you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye recon- 
e ciled to God:“ let the diſcoveries of 
this tender mercy gain your hearts, 
linners, and lead you to repentance : lay 
hold of the encouragement offered to 
von: come unto. God by Chriſt Jeſus : 
me unte Chriſt z and he will give 
you reft : take his yoke upon you, and 
laurn of Him, and you ſhall find reſt 
unto your fouls : * if the ſon make you 
© free, you ſhall be free indeed: and, 
being free from ſin, and become 
the ſervants of God, you ſhall have 
„our fruit unto holineſs, And the 
end everlaſting life; through Jeſus 
** Chriſt our Lord.“ | 
But, I cannot think of leaving this 
Argument, without ſome proper Ap- 
plication 


| 


religious and virtuous Life, 


lication of what has been ſaid upon 
it, to thoſe who, by a timely Repen- 
tance and Faith in Ged through Jeſus 
Chriſt, have happily entered upon a 


I may 
content myſelf, with referring you to 
what I have ſaid in the beginning of 


this treatiſe, concerning the improve- 


ment you may make of this Argument 
for your Comfort *: as I have alf 
there pointed at the improvement you 
are to make of it for your exciternent 


$0. your Duty §. Reſt not, then, fa- 


tisfied with any thing you have ycl at- 


| tained to in Religion; but be {Hl / 


lowing after further improvements 5 
* leaving the principles of the Loc- 
& trine of Chriſt ; let us go on unto 
perfection: not only “ be ftedfaſi 
cc and unmoveable, but always a5911:4- 
& ig in the work of the Lord: grow 
ce in grace, and in the knowledge ol 
God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 


$ See alto p. 49, Kc. and 104 
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conſtantly aſpire after the greateſt Per- 
fection of Holineſs and Goodneſs. And 
now, to animate and direct your ef- 
forts this way, I ſhall ſet before you 
ſme characters of the Improted, or 
fin the ſtile of Grace) the Perfect 
Hint; whereby He is diſtinguiſhed 
from thoſe who are weak in Faith, 
Babes in Chriſt, and unskilful in the 
word of rigteouſneſs. They are theſe 3 
the purity of the Principle wheace Hts 
obed:cnce flows: the inten/eneſs and 
p27 of the heart, in the periorm- 
ance of Duty : uniformity, as to the 
ſeveral Branches of Piety and Good- 
nets : conſtancy and fledfaſineſs, in op- 
poſition to fickleneſs and wavering : 
continual aſp:ring after the utmoſt per- 
fection in Holineſs : and, to crown all, 
+ growing Humility, 
* 1. The purity of the principle, 
whence His obedience flows. The 
improved, the perfect, Saint obeys 
God, as the Beſt Maſter, not from a 
principle of laviſh fear; or, for the 
I ſake 


— — — 


1 
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ſake of Rewards foreign to the Plea. 
ſure of His ſervice ; but from Love to 
Him and to His ſervice itſeli, The 
ſupreme Love of God, for the per- 
fectly amiable Excellencies of His 
Nature, is the prevailing diſpoſition of 
his ſoul : a Love which purſues no 
cther enjoyment, than the fatis!aCtion 
of beholdirg and reſembling the beloved 
object. He riſes ſuperior to al! cn. 
ſible and earthly images of the Hea- 
venly glories and joys; and enter: into 


direft views and fore-taſtes of the real | 


enjoyments above beho/ding the Divine 


glory; being ſatisfied with His likencſs, 


and with the moſt full ſenſe of His 


Favour ; this is the Heaven he {cocks ; 


the worſt Hell he dreads, is to be ba- 
niſhed for ever from God's bliſsful 
preſence ; and therefore, he has 
hearty abhorrence of every deep 
from the living Gad. | 
& his God is in his Heart: he rejoices 
& in the way of His teſtimonies : * a 
well as in the end it leads to: his 

| Duty, 


Cc The Law df 
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Duty, far from being the faßt and 
burden, is the joy and comfort of his 
life ; and he would chuſe it, as ſuch, - 
though he had no life herea; ter to look 
for, or could he ſure of coming to it a 
ſhorter way. Hence aries, 

2. The intenſeneſs and vigeur of his 
heart, in the performance of Duty. 
His Devotion is ſtrong and lively: 
his brotherly Love fervent and active. 
In Prayer, he pours cut Eis heart Be- 
fire God: he obtains an eaſe from 
his burdens, by caſting them upon the 
Lord, who cares for him : he derives a 
chearfulneſs to his ſoul, to ſet about 
every duty, from his calling in Al- 
mighty aids: he gives the ſtrongeſt 
vent to the feelings of his generous 
Heart, in intercefſions for all men; re- 
commending them to His care who 
can make all bleſſings abound to them. 
He Praiſes God, with ju Heart and 
Lips : the inward melody of praiſe is 
celightful to his ſoul. He rejoiceth in 
God's Word, as one that findeth great 


12 ſpoil. 


of his Heavenly Father. 


ſpoil. He remembers His wonderful 


Love in our Redemption, with returns 
of the higheſt Love and Gratitude ; 
and the pureſt Charity, animated by 
the Divine Example. He does grad, 
as be has opportunity, to all men; and 
does it with the moſt hearty good-:i// : 
he is zealous of good works ; and has it 
for his his meat and drink to do the will 
Hence flows, 

3. Uniformity, as to the ſeveral 
branches of Duty. He has a © re- 
ce ſpect to all God's commandments :" 
he © cleanſes himſelf from a/l filthi- 
* nels of the fleſh and ſpirit ; pertec- 
« ting Holineſs in the fear of God.” 
He regularly performs the duties of 


Divine Worſhip ; from a prevailing | 


regard to the vatuable Purpoſe ol 
them, his improveffent in a conform:- 
ty to God in that Moral Excellency he 
adores. 


then only employed in the ſervice of 
God, when he is going about the Du- 
ties of immediate Worſhip ; but 

2 | reckons 


Nor does he think, he is 
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reckons he exerciſes Devotion, for the 
valuable Purpoſe of it, when, from 
an habitual regard to God, he goes 
about the duties of his honeſt Callin 
in liſe, and of the ſeveral Stations _ 
Relations in which he 1s placed, ſo as 
to plcaſe and reſemble Him, who ex- 
erciſor Ioving-kinaneſs and righteouſneſs 
in the Earth, and delights in theſe things. 
Lven his diverſions are ſanctiſied, in 
their intention; and are made ſubſer- 
vient to his more important employ- 
ments. He is holy in all manner of con- 
verjation, 

4. He is conſtant and ſtedfaſt in the 
ways of goodneſs, He has got, ina 
200d meaſure, above theſe 'Tempta- 
tlons that formerly turned Him aſide ; 
ſo that they even ceaſe to be temptati- 
ons to him: he diſdains the low gratifi- 
cations of ſenſe, that come in competi- 
ton with the ſuperior Joys of a good 
Heart: he deſpiſes the gains of un- 
righteouſneſs ; reckoning that ane grain 
of inward worth excels them all : he 
contemns the honours that are of men 


I 3 only; 
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only; having his heart ſet upon that 
bonour which is of God : welcome to 
Bim the loſſes and troubles of this e; 


when ordered for him by the wWiſdom 
of his Heavenly Father (he kno» <) 
for bis good ; he glories even in tri 1/4- 
tions ; knowing that tribulation work. 
eth patience, and patience experie1ice, 11:4 
experience bope, even that hope which 
maketh not aſhamed, Rom. v. 3, cc. 
for this cauſe he fainteth not; but % 


the outward man fail, the inward Nn 


is renewed day by day. This is ang 
ther Character of the perfect man 
5, He continually aſpires after the 
utmeſt perfection in Holineſs : his Love 
to the untainted perfection of Hole! 
and Goodneſs, in the bleſſed God, a- 
nimates him to aſpire after the utmoſt 
Reſemblance to Him: he ftudies to 
be perfett, as his Heavenly Father 1 
perfect: forgetting thoſe things that are 
behind, and reaching forth to thoſe h 
which are before ; he preſſes . 
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big 


1175 ] 
bigh calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Ang, 

5, All is beautified and adorned by a 
growing Humility, The turther he 
gogo, in Vital Religion; the more he 
is icnſible of the exceeding breadth of 
God's Commandment *, and of his own 
mpertections and defects: the impro- 
ved Saint has a fironger ſenſe of be 
.drruſr.cſs of thoſe fins of infirmity, 
which ſtill cleave to him; than he for- 
merly had of greſſer acts of wicked- 
17/43 as the ſmalleſt ſpots, on a clear 
and bright Mirror, do ftrongly ap- 
pear. Former experience has tho» 
10:ghly convinced him, that he has 
no foundation of ſecurity in himſelf : 
and therefore, he exerciſes a conſtant 
"humble dependance on the grace that 
: in Chriſt Jeſus; and whatever he 

', does all in His na me; giving thanks 
i Cad and the Father by Him. He 
hcedfully watches over his own beart ; 


® Pf. cxix. 96. 
and 
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and is conſtantly on his guard againſt but, 


thoſe remains of irregular paſſions ind Ve 
appetites, which he ſtill finds Hr BY mb 
under theſe he groans, being bur dencd; e 
and longs for the day, when he 0h all Hol 
put off this earthly T abernack ; ſh all WW any 
get looſe from this vain World; of 
ſhake off theſe fetters ; and dis rea Vain 
Spirit ſhall be with God, and ihe neit 
glorious Redeemer ; with he n tene 
merable company of Angels and the Spi- vail 
rits of juſt men made perfet!, to mare J the 
in their perfection and joy, and bear a Ene 
| part in their Heavenly Melody. cen 
| What an amiable Character docs Y uU 
| this appear, even in the rudeit Draught frec 
of it! how well worth our reaching Hir 
fortb to! and what is there, in a/ thi: ble; 
but what a Chriſtian, by Divire Aid 
Grace, in a way of faithful walchful- too 
neſs and conſtant efforts, may attain 
to? At the fame time, how fa: do 
the bulk, even of ſincere Chriſtians, 
come ſhort of it? how ſenſible wil 1 © 
| the beſt of them be that they do io? of 
| but 
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hut, however far behind, we may 
fellow after, Let it be your ſingle 
aim, Chriſtians, in the uſe of all the 
means of grace, to become Perfect in 
Holineſs. Do not deſpiſe or neglect 
any of thoſe means which the Wiſdom 
of God has preſcribed to Vou; nor 
vainly reckon Yourſelves above them: 
neither reſt on the moſt diligent at- 
tendance upon them ; without a pre- 
vailing regard to the great End of 
them, Your improvement in Divine 
Knowledge and true Goodneſs. Ex- 
erciſe a conſtant humble Dependance 
upon tee (zed of all grace; and make 
frequent and  <arneſt applications to 
Him by Prayer, in te name of the 
bletted Mediator, for His neceſſary 
Aids: make theſe humble applications, 
too, with a joytul confidence, © that 
* He, who hath begun a good work 
* in You, will perform it until the 
day of Jeſus Chriſt ;” be not dif- 
couraged; nor think that the heights 
of Devotion and Goodneſs of a per- 
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feet Saint are too high for You to 4. 
ſpire after: do not fit down, making 
lazy complaints; or lay Yourſe!ves 
open to diſcouraging Spies of the Ha. 
- wenly Canaan ; nor prove ſuch to“ 
Yourlelves : do not meaſure the pow- | 
er of Divine Grace, or the height+ a | 
Viget ous Saint may reach to, by the 
2 careleſneſs and inactivity of 
ry imperfeft Saints, if they may be 
A to be Saints at all ! give not 
way to deſpondency ; but up, and be 
doing, and the Lord will be with You. 
The further you go on; the more | 
y You find, that Chriſt's yoke is eaſy and | 
| his burden ts light ; the more will You | 
| feel of that peace and pleaſure Which 
in all the ways of Wiſdom + and ue 
| will Your path be as the ſhining J.14ht. 
that ſhineth more and wore unto the 
Perfe& Day. /- 15 | 
" {APY b IE 
| . e 
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